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SUBJECT: FSP - Texas - Request to Extend Waiver of Section 6(0) of the Food
Stamyp Act, as Amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996

TO: Esther Phillips, Regional Director
Food Stamp Program
Southwest Region

This is in response to the Texas State Agency’s request to extend and modify waiver
No. 970057. Under the proposed extension, which would be effective October 1,
2001, to coincide with the new fiscal year, individuals residing in 10 counties would be
exentpt from the work requirements of Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended
by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
of 1996. This section limits the receipt of food stamp benefits to 3 months within a
3-year period for able-bodied adults who are not working (or participating in a work
program) 20 hours or more each week or participating in workfare.

Based on our review of the data, we are approving the extension of waiver No. 970057
for the 10 counties in the State agency’s waiver request based on unemployment greater
than 10 percent. These counties include Dimmit, Hidalgo, Loving, Matagorda,
Maverick, Newton, Presidio, Starr, Willacy, and Zavala Counties.

Our response is attached. If you have any questions, please contact Margaret Werts
Batko at 703-305-2516.

SIGNED

Arthur T. Foley
Director
Program Development Division

Attachment

cC: Maurice Tracy
All Regions (except SWRO)
Civil Rights
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WAIVER RESPONSE

Waiver Serial Number: 970057
Type of Request: Extension

Primary Regulation Citation: Section 6{(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended
by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996, P.L. 104-193.

Secondary Regulation Citation:
State: Texas
Region: Southwest Region (SWRO)

Regulatory Requirements: Section 6(o) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by
Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act (PRWORA), P.L. 104-193, provides that no individual shall be eligible to
participate in the Food Stamp Program as a member of any household if, during
the preceding 36 month period, the individual received food stamp benefits for not
less than 3 months {consecutive or otherwise), during which the individual did not
work 20 hours or more per week, averaged monthly; did not participate in and
comply with the requirements of a work program for 20 hours or more per week;
did not participate in and comply with requirements of a program under Section
20 or a comparable program established by the State; or received benefits because
they were exempt from these requirements.

Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the
PRWORA, also provides that, upon the request of a State agency, the Secretary
may waive the applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals in
the State if the Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the
individuals reside has an unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does not have
a sufficient number of jobs to provide employment for the individuals.

Description of Proposed Alternative Procedures: The Texas State Agency is
requesting an extension of its current waiver exempting individuals from the
provisions of Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act based on unemployment rates
exceeding 10 percent for those counties. Under the current waiver that expires
September 30, 2001, 16 counties are exempt. The State agency is requesting an
extension and modification of the waiver to include a total of 10 counties for

the period beginning October 1, 2001, based on an unemployment rate greater

10 percent. The State is requesting the extension be for a t-year period beginning
October 1, 2001, so as to coincide with the federal fiscal year (FY).
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Currently, the counties exempt by waiver 970057 include: Culberson, Dimmit,
Duval, Hidalgo, Jasper, Kinney, Maverick, Newton, Orange, Presidio, Reeves,
Starr, Ward, Willacy, Zapata, and Zavala Counties Counties. Under the new
waiver request, individuals residing in 10 counties (Dimmit, Hidalgo, Loving,
Matagorda, Maverick, Newton, Presidio, Starr, W illacy, and Zavala Counties)
would be exempt from the work requirement of section 6{0) of the Act. Eight
of the 10 counties were previously included in waiver No. 970057 (Dimmit,
Hidalgo, Maverick, Newton, Presidio, Starr, Willacy, and Zavala Counties) and
would continue to be exempt. Two counties (Loving and Matagorda Counties)
not previously inctuded in the waiver were added to the State’s request so that the
individuals residing in those counties would become exempt from the work
requirements starting in October 2001. The State agency has not requested an
extension for I'Y 2002 for Culberson, Duval, Jasper, Kinney, Orange, Reeves,
Ward, and Zapata Counties, all of which were included in this waiver for

FY 2001. The waiver for these counties expires September 30, 2001.

Action and Reason for Approval or Denial: We are approving the State
agency’s request to exempt individuals residing in Dimmit, Hidalgo, Loving.
Matagorda, Maverick, Newton, Presidio, Starr, Willacy, and Zavala Counties
based on unemployment greater than 10 percent.

Recent 12-Month Average Unemployment Rates for Counties Included

Dimmit 121 85 135 142 130130 118 120108 112 97 92 11.68
Hidalgo 127 12 147 137 13.2 128 11.7 134 125 149 138 132 13.22
Loving 9.3 147 167 196 106 109 91 89 B89 83 83 85 11.15
Matagorda 8.0 86 122 117 109 11.2 103 106 94 112 94 886 10.26
{Maverick 242 209 21.0 171 144 13.7 180 21.1 204 251 253 235 20.23
- [Newton 84 93 125119 118 99 68 107 98 115 11.0 105 10.68
- |Presidio 26 241 294 279 299 305 249 249 247 284 249 23.0 26.47
"~ iStarr 216 175 196 186 183 17 174 222 227 271 258 237 20.96

-_..'Willacy 16.1 151 18.0 156 147 14 127 137 137 174 16 18.3 15.28

. . |Zavala

-
rd

Waivers No. 970057
COUNTY  April May June July Aug. Sept Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar 12-Month
2000 2001 Average
TXoveral 40 41 51 45 43 42 38 38 34 41 38 40 4.09

14.8 1256 156 18.7 138 159 15 16.2 13.1 157 13.8 144 14.96

Source

: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) website: via the Selective Access Application search funetion.




Waiver No. 970057 Page 3

10.  Regulatory or Legislative Basis for Action: These waivers are approved
pursuant to Section 6(o) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of
the PRWORA, which allows the Secretary to waive the applicability of the work
requirement provision in Section 6(o) for any group of individuals in the State if
the Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside
has an unemployment rate over 10 percent or has insufficient jobs.

11, Conditions and Reasons: N/A

12. Information Required for Extension. To receive an extension the State agency
shall provide unemployment rate data for the affected areas compiled by its
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) cooperating agency or compiled by the State
using the BLS data from the web site.

13. Expiration Date: As requested by the State agency the extension and
modification of the subject waivers will be effective October 1, 2001, to coincide
with the beginning of the new fiscal year, and will expire on September 30, 2002.

The current waivers will remain in effect until September 30, 2001.

14. Limitation on Regional Office Approval of Like Requests: Approval of these
waivers is limited to the Texas State Agency.

15, Quality Control Procedures: N/A

16.  Date of State Agency’s Request: May 16, 2001

17. Date of Regional Office Transmittal: June 12, 2001

18. Date of National Office Action:

18.  Date of Regional Office Transmittal of Response to State Agency:

19.  Actual Implementation Date:




