
State of Origin for USDA Foods in Fiscal Year 2018 
Background Key Findings 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Service’s 
(FNS) Food Distribution Programs provide food and nutrition assistance 
to schoolchildren and families and support American agriculture by 
distributing high-quality, 100-percent American-grown USDA Foods. 

This report analyzes State-of-origin data for fiscal year (FY) 2018, which 
captures the quantity and dollar value of USDA Foods purchased from 
each State. The State of origin indicates where the product was packed, 
but may not identify where the product was grown or raised.  

FNS works with USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service to procure foods, 
including meat, poultry, fish, fruits, vegetables, grains, and dairy products, 
through a competitive procurement process. Following procurement, 
organizations such as food banks, emergency feeding organizations, 
Indian Tribal Organizations, schools, and other feeding organizations 
receive these USDA Foods for use in meal service or distribution to 
households, increasing access to nutritious foods.1   

USDA offers a variety of food options to these organizations. The 
organizations choose what to order based on several factors, including 
recipients’ preferences, storage and distribution capacity, and program 
requirements. Orders are filled through a competitive procurement 
process. 

• In FY 2018, USDA purchased nearly 2 
billion pounds of food, at a cost of 
nearly $1.8 billion.  

• Vegetables and fruits combined, 
including fresh, frozen, or canned 
options, accounted for over half (53.8 
percent) of pounds of USDA Foods 
purchased in FY 2018.  

• In FY 2018, 71 percent of the total 
value of USDA Foods purchased were 
used in Child Nutrition programs, 
while other FNS programs accounted 
for just 29 percent of the total value.  

• Protein foods, including meat, 
poultry, fish, eggs, nuts, and seeds 
used in Child Nutrition programs, 
accounted for the largest proportion 
(30.1 percent) of USDA Foods pounds 
purchased in FY 2018.  

Methods 
This analysis uses purchase data from the USDA Web 
Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) System2 to 
calculate the USDA Foods total dollar value and total 
pounds purchased by State of origin. Additional 
information about each food includes the product name, 
type, weight in pounds, and cost in dollars. The report 
categorizes and summarizes the data to determine the 
distribution by food group (protein foods, fruits, 
vegetables, dairy, grains, and oils).  

 
1 USDA Foods programs included in this analysis are The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), the 
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the Nutrition Services Incentive Program (NSIP), the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). 

2 Available online at https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-foods/state-origin-usda-foods 

3 Available online at https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-food-patterns 

Food categorization used in the analysis follows the 
conventions developed in the USDA Food Patterns.3 
Protein foods (seafood, meats, poultry, eggs, soy, nuts, 
and seeds) are referred to as protein, while legumes are 
categorized as vegetables.  

This FY 2018 report continues to use the methodology 
from the FY 2017 report, which specifies that only foods 
purchased using USDA Foods program entitlement funds 
or regular program funds are included in the analysis. 
Foods purchased for Disaster Response, Section 32, and 
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the Food Purchase and Distribution Program are not 
included in this analysis. 

The analysis in this report focuses on USDA Foods 
purchased and used in all FNS programs, as well as 
analysis of subset of USDA Foods purchased and used 
only in FNS Child Nutrition (CN) programs. Child Nutrition 
Programs include the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP), the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). 

 

Findings 
In FY 2018, USDA purchased nearly 2 billion pounds of 
food, at a cost of nearly $1.8 billion (Table 1).  This 
included minimally processed food products such as 
ground beef, frozen carrots, and fresh apples; products 
used in further processed foods such as whole chicken 
and flour; as well as ready-to-eat food products such as 
cereal, peanut butter, and cheese. USDA Foods 
purchased through the USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable program are not included in this analysis.  

Vegetables and fruits combined, including fresh, 
frozen, or canned options, accounted for over half 
(53.8 percent) of pounds of USDA Foods purchased in 
FY 2018. Protein foods represented an additional 24.7 
percent of USDA Foods purchased (Figure 1). The 
remaining 21.5 percent of pounds purchased were 
represented by dairy, grains, and oils combined. 

Figure 2 provides FY 2018 USDA Foods purchases by State 
of origin. Darker green colors indicate States with higher 
total dollar values of USDA Foods purchased from the 
State, while lighter yellow colors represent States with 
lower total dollar values purchased from that State. USDA 
Foods were not purchased from 13 States or U.S. 
Territories (Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Guam, Hawaii, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Virgin Islands, or 
Wyoming) as represented by the hash lines on the map in 
Figure 2. 

The five States with the highest dollar value of USDA 
purchases from the State are California, Minnesota, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Michigan (Table 1). On a per-
capita basis, the five States with the highest dollar value 
of USDA Foods purchases originating from the State were 
American Samoa, Minnesota, New Mexico, Alaska, and 
Maine (Table 1). Table 2 lists the amount (pounds) and 

dollar value of FY 2018 purchases for each food group by 
State of origin. 

 

USDA Foods in Child Nutrition Programs 

In FY 2018, 71 percent of the total value of USDA Foods 
purchased were used in CN programs, while other FNS 
programs accounted for just 29 percent of the total value. 
USDA Foods for CN programs include items that are used 
to prepare and serve meals in an institutional setting. The 
types of products available in these programs differ from 
those provided to other USDA Foods programs that serve 
individual households. 

Protein foods, including meat, poultry, fish, eggs, nuts 
and seeds used in CN programs, accounted for the largest 
proportion (30.1 percent) of USDA Foods pounds 
purchased in FY 2018 (Figure 3).  

Vegetables and fruits represented the second and third 
largest shares of USDA Foods pounds purchased, 
together accounting for over half (55 percent) of USDA 
Foods purchased for use in CN programs.  

Figure 4 shows the dollar value of USDA Foods purchased 
by the State of origin for food items used in CN programs 
only. Because CN programs are a subset of all FNS 
programs, the value of purchases is lower than values 
shown in Figure 2 for all FNS programs. 

Table 3 presents each State’s total volume and dollar 
value of USDA Foods purchased for use in CN programs in 
FY 2018. The 2018 State population estimates (column 4) 
are included in the table, which were used to calculate 
USDA Foods purchased per capita in each State, shown in 
the last column. 

Table 4 presents one sub-table for each of six food 
groups. In the header of each food group table, the total 
weight and dollar value of USDA Foods used in CN 
programs in FY 2018 is shown. Within each food group 
table, State’s contributions to food group purchases are 
listed, and sorted by total dollar value. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Figure 1: Percentage of USDA Foods Purchased By Food Group (Pounds 
Purchased) in Fiscal Year 2018 

 

Figure 2: Value of USDA Foods Purchased By State of Origin, Fiscal Year 2018 

 



 

  

Table 1: Pounds, Value, and Value Per Capita of USDA Foods Purchased By State of Origin in Fiscal Year 2018 

 

FY2018
USDA Foods Purchased USDA Foods Purchased 2018 State Population USDA Foods Purchased

State* Volume in Pounds in Dollars Estimates (Thousands)** Per Capita
Alaska 8,331,970                                     $17,014,168 735                                                 $23.14
Alabama 6,786,000                                     $8,495,222 4,888                                              $1.74
Arkansas 40,129,688                                   $21,785,819 3,010                                              $7.24
American Samoa 8,883,311                                     $22,200,865 55                                                    $400.27
Arizona 7,407,600                                     $3,630,305 7,158                                              $0.51
California 390,645,143                                 $423,278,572 39,462                                           $10.73
Colorado 6,380,800                                     $2,263,590 5,691                                              $0.40
Florida 7,543,061                                     $4,239,726 21,244                                           $0.20
Georgia 38,681,518                                   $53,699,874 10,511                                           $5.11
Iowa 23,370,882                                   $23,428,282 3,149                                              $7.44
Idaho 38,861,798                                   $12,537,495 1,751                                              $7.16
Illinois 69,071,030                                   $125,986,242 12,723                                           $9.90
Indiana 56,204,235                                   $30,920,055 6,695                                              $4.62
Kansas 18,571,500                                   $13,810,205 2,911                                              $4.74
Kentucky 8,313,725                                     $8,228,546 4,461                                              $1.84
Louisiana 10,584,000                                   $3,732,162 4,660                                              $0.80
Massachusetts 3,083,772                                     $1,947,884 6,883                                              $0.28
Maryland 6,213,141                                     $2,951,386 6,036                                              $0.49
Maine 96,274,709                                   $17,449,845 1,339                                              $13.03
Michigan 204,132,720                                 $106,309,167 9,984                                              $10.65
Minnesota 157,471,810                                 $217,097,026 5,606                                              $38.72
Missouri 15,171,720                                   $8,132,869 6,122                                              $1.33
Mississippi 1,370,000                                     $5,824,740 2,981                                              $1.95
North Carolina 30,123,936                                   $31,343,821 10,382                                           $3.02
North Dakota 12,899,203                                   $8,501,930 758                                                 $11.22
Nebraska 10,278,100                                   $11,530,434 1,926                                              $5.99
New Jersey 26,425,518                                   $22,929,368 8,886                                              $2.58
New Mexico 34,299,669                                   $52,693,850 2,093                                              $25.18
New York 34,840,632                                   $18,792,502 19,530                                           $0.96
Ohio 26,546,487                                   $35,706,495 11,676                                           $3.06
Oklahoma 12,064,560                                   $14,119,497 3,940                                              $3.58
Oregon 5,325,528                                     $4,658,049 4,182                                              $1.11
Pennsylvania 164,127,181                                 $151,416,132 12,801                                           $11.83
Puerto Rico 2,051,100                                     $848,033 3,193                                              $0.27
South Carolina 53,104,007                                   $41,694,278 5,084                                              $8.20
Tennessee 22,262,520                                   $25,545,869 6,772                                              $3.77
Texas 56,102,252                                   $80,033,386 28,629                                           $2.80
Utah 56,942,624                                   $20,251,268 3,154                                              $6.42
Virginia 11,141,928                                   $12,156,742 8,501                                              $1.43
Washington 77,395,247                                   $31,035,156 7,524                                              $4.12
Wisconsin 122,958,117                                 $67,133,843 5,807                                              $11.56
West Virginia 9,216,000                                     $8,751,600 1,804                                              $4.85

1,991,588,742                             $1,774,106,300 314,697                                         $5.64 ***

**2018 Census  Population Estimates  by State, https ://www.census .gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-s tate-tota l .html#par_textimage_1574439295. 
    American Samoa Population Estimate 2018 World Bank https ://data .worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?locations=AS.

***National  Per Capi ta  Rate excludes  States  with no products  purchased.

* No USDA Foods  used in Chi ld Nutrtion Programs were purchased from Connecticut, Delaware, Dis trict of Columbia , Hawai i , Montana, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Is land, South Dakota, Vermont, Vi rgin Is lands , or Wyoming.



 

 

 

Protein Vegetables Grains
Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars

State 491,630,266        $751,762,914 State 562,755,397          $211,616,762 State 167,352,275       $94,609,494
California 69,959,000          $133,735,472 Wisconsin 105,539,234          $38,422,573 Minnesota 17,774,628          $16,096,898
Illinois 51,354,640          $116,105,619 California 40,769,083             $28,102,617 Michigan 4,651,200            $8,384,756
Pennsylvania 108,366,200        $104,483,695 Michigan 68,786,202             $28,076,610 Arkansas 17,010,000          $7,996,460
Texas 35,039,140          $69,240,618 Indiana 37,044,525             $15,169,722 North Dakota 12,116,323          $7,111,577
Minnesota 32,358,300          $62,670,396 Minnesota 30,299,170             $14,673,678 Ohio 6,520,356            $7,111,566
Georgia 30,635,350          $47,960,911 Maine 93,348,629             $14,471,428 Texas 13,920,520          $7,033,666
South Carolina 31,140,000          $27,946,746 Idaho 38,861,798             $12,537,495 Missouri 14,181,720          $6,840,341
American Samoa 8,883,311            $22,200,865 Washington 50,004,689             $9,429,441 South Carolina 13,766,000          $6,581,090
Iowa 16,640,610          $19,512,786 Illinois 9,921,527               $5,528,423 Iowa 6,730,272            $3,915,496
Alaska 8,331,970            $17,014,168 Arkansas 15,784,458             $5,524,139 Louisiana 10,584,000          $3,732,162
Indiana 14,652,000          $14,503,125 Pennsylvania 9,197,430               $4,393,843 Arizona 6,896,880            $3,233,614
Oklahoma 11,250,600          $13,952,773 South Carolina 5,906,487               $4,160,988 North Carolina 2,778,840            $2,864,764
North Carolina 13,370,400          $13,034,373 New Jersey 7,412,472               $4,044,578 Kansas 8,989,960            $2,094,309
West Virginia 9,216,000            $8,751,600 North Carolina 5,943,186               $4,040,983 Wisconsin 3,322,656            $1,734,523
Virginia 4,597,440            $8,659,357 Texas 6,809,784               $3,583,426 Pennsylvania 7,693,200            $1,733,081
Alabama 6,786,000            $8,495,222 Kansas 5,826,040               $3,360,214 Tennessee 4,984,920            $1,546,017
Kansas 3,755,500            $8,355,682 Nebraska 6,893,760               $3,352,445 California 2,243,700            $1,323,942
Nebraska 3,384,340            $8,177,990 New York 3,083,850               $3,336,669 New Jersey 2,076,240            $1,259,979
Wisconsin 3,606,400            $7,981,823 Maryland 6,213,141               $2,951,386 Kentucky 1,065,420            $1,091,394
Kentucky 7,248,305            $7,137,152 Ohio 4,862,133               $2,310,088 Indiana 4,095,000            $826,254
Arkansas 4,874,000            $6,667,583 Colorado 6,380,800               $2,263,590 New York 3,126,600            $725,040
Mississippi 1,370,000            $5,824,740 Oregon 2,732,400               $1,608,702 Massachusetts 810,000                $615,803
New York 5,759,340            $5,216,599 Oklahoma 813,960                   $166,725 Utah 1,425,600            $573,452
Tennessee 4,968,000            $4,955,724 Florida 240,000                   $77,466 Washington 273,240                $126,612
Ohio 2,850,210            $3,957,988 North Dakota 80,640                     $29,534 Georgia 315,000                $56,700
Washington 492,750                $3,819,525
Oregon 740,460                $1,400,383

Dairy Fruits Oil
Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars

State 247,990,984        $312,617,395 State 509,416,120          $394,659,332 State 12,443,700          $8,840,402
Minnesota 76,773,600          $123,481,181 California 271,442,000          $249,883,007 Illinois 7,794,864            $4,352,200
New Mexico 34,299,669          $52,693,850 Michigan 119,554,218          $65,779,856 North Dakota 702,240                $1,360,818
Pennsylvania 18,312,905          $30,043,652 Washington 26,624,568             $17,659,578 Massachusetts 2,273,772            $1,332,081
Ohio 12,313,788          $22,326,853 New Jersey 16,936,806             $17,624,811 California 207,360                $609,660
Utah 55,517,024          $19,677,816 Pennsylvania 20,557,446             $10,761,862 Indiana 412,710                $420,955
Tennessee 12,213,600          $18,998,292 New York 19,875,444             $6,502,644 Wisconsin 118,800                $340,103
Wisconsin 9,080,400            $16,116,115 Georgia 7,731,168               $5,682,263 Michigan 576,000                $242,021
North Carolina 6,854,400            $10,677,725 Florida 7,303,061               $4,162,260 Texas 261,954                $136,729
California 6,024,000            $9,623,875 Virginia 6,544,488               $3,497,385 Tennessee 96,000                  $45,835
Michigan 10,565,100          $3,825,925 South Carolina 2,291,520               $3,005,454
New York 2,995,398            $3,011,551 Maine 2,926,080               $2,978,417 Pounds Dollars
Missouri 990,000                $1,292,528 Wisconsin 1,290,627               $2,538,707 Total 1,991,588,742 $1,774,106,300
Puerto Rico 2,051,100            $848,033 Oregon 1,852,668               $1,648,963

Arkansas 2,461,230               $1,597,637
North Carolina 1,177,110               $725,977
Arizona 510,720                   $396,691
Minnesota 266,112                   $174,874
Texas 70,854                     $38,948

  

Table 2: Pounds and Value of USDA Foods Purchased By Food Group and State of Origin in Fiscal Year 2018 

 



 

 

 

   

Figure 4: Value of USDA Foods Purchased for Child Nutrition Programs, By State of Origin, Fiscal Year 2018 

 

Figure 3: Percentage of USDA Foods Purchased By Food Category (Pounds 
Purchased) in Fiscal Year 2018 in CN Programs 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Table 3: Pounds, Value, and Value Per Capita of USDA Foods Used in Child Nutrition Programs Purchased By State of 
Origin in Fiscal Year 2018 

 



 

 

 

Protein Vegetables Grains
Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars

State 391,299,212        $589,720,350 State 359,787,164          $113,003,470 State 40,400,312          $14,135,177
California 68,757,000          $129,618,290 Wisconsin 71,320,102             $22,785,104 Arkansas 5,712,000            $3,137,837
Illinois 43,346,200          $98,567,482 California 26,160,508             $21,376,192 Pennsylvania 7,693,200            $1,733,081
Pennsylvania 99,368,000          $96,854,890 Michigan 42,539,898             $17,006,240 North Dakota 2,919,000            $1,164,341
Texas 32,049,010          $64,020,705 Maine 93,028,629             $14,392,196 Kentucky 1,043,280            $1,069,362
Minnesota 24,797,690          $41,753,564 Washington 48,808,814             $8,669,355 Tennessee 4,635,000            $1,042,133
Georgia 19,576,070          $32,805,509 Indiana 14,659,872             $6,017,196 California 1,739,700            $886,197
South Carolina 31,104,000          $27,913,684 Idaho 29,542,100             $5,876,643 Indiana 4,095,000            $826,254
Iowa 14,037,860          $12,852,305 Minnesota 9,526,144               $4,979,761 Texas 3,005,560            $741,263
West Virginia 9,180,000            $8,715,240 Pennsylvania 6,401,238               $3,171,672 New York 3,126,600            $725,040
Nebraska 3,384,340            $8,177,990 North Carolina 4,314,006               $2,983,984 Massachusetts 810,000                $615,803
Alabama 6,595,700            $7,730,194 Arkansas 7,519,402               $2,559,532 Utah 1,336,080            $551,256
Alaska 4,330,000            $7,563,604 Oregon 2,296,800               $1,349,124 Kansas 1,955,440            $486,340
Kansas 3,412,000            $7,308,962 Illinois 1,559,544               $649,004 South Carolina 458,880                $439,904
Virginia 3,120,000            $7,243,200 Texas 501,040                   $388,861 Minnesota 311,500                $216,005
Arkansas 4,739,000            $6,572,183 South Carolina 651,192                   $383,976 Ohio 480,600                $113,337
Wisconsin 2,731,775            $5,831,186 Ohio 332,628                   $147,516 Missouri 213,800                $96,925
New York 5,759,340            $5,216,599 New Jersey 296,607                   $127,861 Iowa 131,040                $78,785
North Carolina 5,516,640            $5,101,577 Kansas 168,640                   $75,331 New Jersey 159,600                $71,945
American Samoa 2,046,662            $4,746,228 Nebraska 120,000                   $48,950 Georgia 315,000                $56,700
Kentucky 3,875,925            $3,908,946 Florida 40,000                     $14,970 Washington 135,000                $37,908
Mississippi 800,000                $3,437,200 Louisiana 84,000                  $23,646
Ohio 2,412,000            $3,409,902 Wisconsin 40,032                  $21,117
Oklahoma 360,000                $370,911

Dairy Fruits Oil
Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars

State 150,111,065        $242,149,062 State 354,999,115          $302,296,000 State 4,840,800            $3,616,337
Minnesota 63,069,300          $101,903,127 California 204,371,855          $205,755,588 North Dakota $702,240 $1,360,818
New Mexico 34,299,369          $52,693,370 Michigan 63,911,118             $35,926,889 Illinois $2,069,760 $1,127,432
Pennsylvania 18,312,905          $30,043,652 New Jersey 13,619,496             $15,539,130 Massachusetts $1,300,800 $791,876
Ohio 12,313,788          $22,326,853 Washington 15,494,508             $9,961,134 Michigan $576,000 $242,021
Wisconsin 6,902,100            $12,454,987 Pennsylvania 13,289,220             $7,711,921 Indiana $96,000 $48,355
California 6,024,000            $9,623,875 New York 17,770,914             $5,745,876 Tennessee $96,000 $45,835
Tennessee 5,956,800            $9,351,558 Georgia 7,731,168               $5,682,263
New York 1,805,670            $2,254,326 Florida 5,467,673               $3,231,034 Pounds Dollars
Missouri 990,000                $1,292,528 South Carolina 2,291,520               $3,005,454 Total 1,301,437,668 $1,264,920,395
Utah 437,133                $204,786 Maine 2,926,080               $2,978,417

Virginia 5,225,184               $2,706,479
Wisconsin 1,052,847               $2,376,937
Oregon 1,070,700               $1,103,313
Arizona 510,720                   $396,691
Minnesota 266,112                   $174,874

  

Table 4: Pounds and Value of USDA Foods Used in Child Nutrition Programs Purchased By Food Group and State of 
Origin in Fiscal Year 2018 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

For More Information: 
Ranalli, Dennis, & Riley, Christina (2021). State of Origin for USDA Foods in Fiscal Year 2018. Prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Nutrition Service, Office of Policy Support and Food Distribution Division, Alexandria, VA. Available online at: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-foods/state-origin-usda-foods 
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