	
	
	



Summer EBT 2026 POM Template
States, the District of Columbia & Puerto Rico
Due to FNS no later than February 15, 2026

Overview
As we enter the third year of Summer EBT implementation in 2026, FNS is focusing on program integrity. Summer EBT agencies are responsible for establishing internal processes, procedures, and controls that ensure their Summer EBT program operates effectively and with integrity. This plan for operations and management (POM) provides an opportunity for Summer EBT agencies to explain their overall approach to integrity and elaborate on key integrity issues. Leveraging effective strategies from SNAP or WIC programs is encouraged. However, Summer EBT agencies are responsible for making appropriate modifications to suit Summer EBT and shall ensure that any strategies adapted from another program support the agency’s overall Summer EBT integrity framework.
FNS expects Summer EBT agencies have developed and are continuing to refine their integrity plans and procedures, which shall be detailed in their POM submission. FNS has identified areas where each Summer EBT agency needs to improve over their 2025 implementation and will use this information when reviewing 2026 POMs to ensure that agencies are improving program efficiency and accuracy. The POM is an opportunity to think carefully and critically about how each element of an agency’s integrity framework supports and complements other elements, and how program integrity can be improved year over year.

Directions 
This document is the template for the 2026 POM for U.S. States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. No later than February 15, 2026, Summer EBT agencies shall submit a POM with all the information requested in this document [7 CFR 292.8(b)]. 
FNS will review each POM submission and approve or request more information from the Summer EBT agency. FNS encourages Summer EBT agencies to submit the POM as early as possible. FNS will review POMs when they are submitted with the goal of approving POMs as soon as possible to provide more time for program implementation. Summer EBT agencies are encouraged to discuss any challenges or novel changes from 2025 with their FNS regional office before submitting a 2026 POM. FNS is available to offer technical assistance, review draft language, or provide any other assistance a Summer EBT agency should need. 
Summer EBT agencies should obtain FNS concurrence before implementing any new or novel program changes. Summer EBT agencies should begin routine implementation activities for the 2026 program year before their 2026 POM is submitted and approved. Examples of routine work are processing applications, sending notifications of eligibility, and updating the master issuance file. FNS is not obligated to approve new or novel activities that are already underway before POM approval, and Summer EBT agencies could be required to change or restart aspects of their Program that are not ultimately approved by FNS. 

Please note that FNS is issuing this revised POM template based on feedback from Summer EBT agencies in 2025. FNS’ goal is to continue to simplify the POM process in the coming years. FNS values Summer EBT agencies’ feedback and is committed to continuous improvement of the POM process. 
Required Attachments: Check the items that are attached to your POM submission. 
☐   [Required for the POM] Attachment A - Data collection and use (section 5)  
☐   [Required for the POM] A copy of the inter-agency written agreement(s) between the Summer EBT coordinating agency and each partnering agency, if applicable [7 CFR 292.3(c), 7 CFR 292.8(e)(1)].
Or 
☐  The agreement(s) has(have) not changed since the last POM submission, no resubmission needed.
☐	[Required for the POM] A copy of the fair hearing procedures for participants [7 CFR 292.8(e)(12)].
Or 
☐  The fair hearing procedures have not changed since the last POM submission, no resubmission needed.
☐   [Required for the POM] An integrity plan (section 8)   



Section 1 - iPOM Updates (If Applicable)
1.1 Include any revisions to the information provided in your iPOM:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Section 2 - Summer EBT Agencies Requesting Funds 
You shall request local level funds for any Local Education Agencies (LEAs) that have a contract with the Summer EBT agency to perform Summer EBT administrative activities (e.g., processing Summer EBT applications).
2.1 Coordinating agency: Click or tap here to enter text. 
☐	Is requesting administrative funds through a 366A.
☐	Request for administrative funds through a 366A includes local level costs, if applicable.
☐	Is NOT requesting administrative funds through a 366A.
2.2 Partnering agency: Click or tap here to enter text.
☐	Is requesting administrative funds through a 366A.
☐	Request for administrative funds through a 366A includes local level costs, if applicable.
☐	Is NOT requesting administrative funds through a 366A.

Section 3 - Summer Operational Period (SOP) and Issuance
3.1 Eligible children will receive benefits in: 
☐	A single issuance (i.e., one lump sum), skip to 3.4.
☐	Multiple issuances (i.e., monthly issuances), continue to 3.2.

3.2 Number of issuances each participant will receive: Click or tap here to enter text.
3.3 Dates of issuances (e.g., 6/5, 7/5, 8/5, or the first Monday of each month): Click or tap here to enter text.
3.4 	Provide the start and end dates of the summer operational period and explain why these dates were selected [7 CFR 292.2 “Summer operational period”, 7 CFR 292.8(e)(10)(i)]: 
First day of the summer operational period: Click or tap to enter a date.
Last day of the summer operational period: Click or tap to enter a date.
Explanation (required): Click or tap here to enter text.


3.5 Date(s) when benefits will be issued: 
	Type of enrollment
	Date or dates of issuance
	Estimated number of children issued by each enrollment type

	Primary Issuance*: Streamlined Certification and Summer EBT applications received prior to or on: Click or tap to enter a date.
[fill in the date by which families will need to be certified or apply to be included in the primary issuance] 
	Date or range of dates that fall between the 7 to 14 days before the start of the SOP (7 CFR 292.15(c))
[7 CFR 292.15(c)]
	Streamlined Certification:
e.g., 100,000 

Summer EBT Application: 
e.g., 1,000 

	Additional Issuance**: Summer EBT applications received after the issuance file is compiled
	Within 15 operational days of receipt of a complete application [7 CFR 292.15(c)]
	 e.g., 500

	Additional Issuance**: Children who become eligible through streamlined certification after the issuance file is compiled or who the agency doesn’t initially have enough data on to issue benefits
	As expeditiously as possible [7 CFR 292.15(c)] 
	e.g., 300

	Total number of estimated children:
	e.g., 100,800

	* Primary issuance includes all eligible children who are known to the Summer EBT agency at the time the first issuance file is compiled. Primary issuance should occur 7-14 days before the start of the SOP. This will be the majority of eligible children. 
** Additional issuance includes children who are individually identified as eligible after primary issuance is completed. E.g., a child who applies for SNAP during the SOP, a child who applies using a Summer EBT application during the SOP, a child whose eligibility is established through a fair hearing. 

Note - All benefits must be issued before the end of the SOP. If a Summer EBT agency experiences issuance delays, the agency must obtain FNS approval to issue benefits after the last day of the SOP before those benefits are issued. Additional issuance to children whose eligibility is established late in the SOP does not need approval if the Summer EBT agency issues the benefits timely. See Q&A #95 for information on situations in which later issuance is acceptable.  



3.6 If applicable, provide additional information on the schedule for benefit issuance: 
Click or tap here to enter text.

3.7 Does the Summer EBT agency have Local Education Agencies (LEAs) operating on a continuous school calendar [7 CFR 292.2 “Continuous school calendar”]? 
☐	Yes (complete 3.7.1) 
☐	No (skip to section 4) 

3.7.1 If yes, describe the school calendar(s) and break schedule(s) for LEAs operating on a continuous school calendar and any adjustments to your issuance schedule for children attending these schools, if applicable [7 CFR 292.15(b), 7 CFR 292.15(e)(4)]: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Section 4 - EBT Issuance
4.1 Method of issuance [7 CFR 292.15(c)(2)]: 
4.1.1 Will the Summer EBT agency co-load benefits on existing accounts/cards issued by other programs?
☐ Yes. Type of account(s) that will be co-loaded (e.g., SNAP, NAP, TANF): Click or tap here to enter text.
☐ No

4.1.2 Will the Summer EBT agency issue benefits to a preexisting Summer EBT account/card (i.e., a card issued to the eligible child in a previous year)?
☐Yes
☐No

4.1.3 For children whose benefits are not co-loaded on an existing account/card, the Summer EBT agency will: 
☐ Issue one card to each household for all eligible children in the household
☐ Issue one card to each eligible child

Section 5 - Eligibility
5.1 Complete the following table Attachment A - Data collection and use.
5.2 If the State Summer EBT agency is operating in the same geographic area as an ITO Summer EBT agency, explain how, when, and in what format will you share program data with the ITO(s)? [7 CFR 292.8(e)(8), 7 CFR 292.9]
Click or tap here to enter text.


5.3 For the purposes of streamlined certifying children who are categorically eligible for Summer EBT without matching to NSLP enrollment lists, provide the State’s legal ages of compulsory school enrollment [7 CFR 292.2 “School aged”, 7 CFR 292.12(d)]. * Please note that children are eligible if they are of compulsory school age between July 1, 2025, and the last day of your SOP in 2026. 
Minimum age children are required to be enrolled in school: Click or tap here to enter text.
Maximum age children are required to be enrolled in school: Click or tap here to enter text.
5.4 Statewide database information [Summer EBT NSLP/SBP Enrollment Database Requirements]: 

Note: This section requests information about how the Statewide database will be used to promote program integrity. In section 8 of this template, Summer EBT agencies are asked to explain their overall integrity framework, which should include the role of the Statewide database in their comprehensive integrity plan. 

	Question 
	Response

	Which Summer EBT agency is responsible for maintaining the database?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Does the Statewide database contain, at a minimum, the following fields [7 CFR 292.12(c)(1)]? 
	☐ Name
☐ Date of birth
☐ School/school district where enrolled
☐ Mailing address
☐ Individual free or reduced-price eligibility status, as applicable


	Does the Statewide database contain any other information needed to issue benefits timely and with integrity? If yes, explain the information.
	☐ Yes. Explain: Click or tap here to enter text.
☐ No


	Which Summer EBT agency will check child enrollment?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	How will the database be used to confirm that an applicant for Summer EBT is enrolled in an NSLP/SBP school [7 CFR 292.8(e)(7), 7 CFR 292.12(e)(2)]?
	Click or tap here to enter text.




Section 6 - Applications
6.1 Provide the URL to access your public Summer EBT application.
Online application: Click or tap here to enter text.
Paper application: Click or tap here to enter text.
Other application, as necessary (e.g., translated application): Click or tap here to enter text.

6.2 Provide a copy of your application for review that shows all the questions and/or the logic tree, if applicable (i.e., online version, paper version, and/or screenshots). Describe the format you will provide: Click or tap here to enter text.  

6.3 Is the Summer EBT agency using the NutriLink Summer EBT application for the 2026 Program year?
☐	Yes
☐	No

6.4 Does the Summer EBT agency require the applicant to have/create a login or use an online portal to access/submit the Summer EBT application? 
☐	Yes (explain in 6.4.1)
☐	No (skip to 6.5)

6.4.1 What are the requirements for applicants to access and submit a Summer EBT application? (e.g., entering a student ID number to gain access to an online portal, requiring applicants to create an account with username and password)
Click or tap here to enter text.

6.5 The Summer EBT agency confirms that all applications only require the minimum elements to be considered complete for submission [7 CFR 292.12(e)(1)]:
☐	Yes
☐	No

6.6 Has the online application been available throughout the entire period of eligibility for Summer 2026 (July 1, 2025 – the end of the SOP in 2026) [7 CFR 292.13(e)]? 
☐	Yes
☐	No. Explain the dates the application wasn’t available and the reasons for this (e.g., updates to the application or system): Click or tap here to enter text.


6.7 For Summer 2026, Summer EBT applications will be processed by [7 CFR 292.13, 7 CFR 292.13(b)]: 
☐	The Summer EBT agency: Name of agency 
☐   LEAs through a contract with the Summer EBT agency (additional costs associated with application processing shall be included in your budget).
☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 

6.8 For Summer 2026, Summer EBT applications will be verified by [7 CFR 292.14]: 
☐	The Summer EBT agency: Name of the agency
☐	LEAs through a contract with the Summer EBT agency (additional costs associated with verification shall be included in your budget).
☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 

6.9   Is the Summer EBT agency proposing an alternative method for verification [7 CFR 292.14, 7 CFR 292.14(a)(3)] in lieu of the verification requirements in [7 CFR 292.14(a)(2)]? 
☐	No. The agency will conduct verification as described in 7 CFR 292.14(a)(2). (skip to 6.10)
☐	Yes. The agency is proposing alternative verification procedures described below for the reasons included below (complete 6.9.1): 
Click or tap here to enter text.
6.9.1 What is the verification timeframe from which the Summer EBT agency will sample the majority of applications (e.g., MM/DD/YY to MM/DD/YY)?
Click or tap here to enter text.
6.10 What are the Summer EBT agency’s criteria for identifying applications to verify for cause [7 CFR 292.14(a)(1)]?
Click or tap here to enter text.


Section 7 - Customer Service Plan
7.1 Describe how you will provide customer service, including the following [7 CFR 292.8(e)(11), 7 CFR 292.15(g)]:
	Requirement
	Response

	Single point of contact for all customer service information and inquiries including a hotline and website.
	Hotline: Click or tap here to enter text.
Website: Click or tap here to enter text.
Name of EBT processor: Click or tap here to enter text.
EBT customer service contact: Click or tap here to enter text.
Other: Click or tap here to enter text.
Portal link or mobile app, if applicable: Click or tap here to enter text.

	A plan to inform eligible households of the availability of Program benefits and the process to apply for benefits, if necessary.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	A simplified process for households to opt out of the program.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	The process to encourage and facilitate households to provide updated contact information for the purpose of receiving Summer EBT.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	The process for households to confirm eligibility status. 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	The procedures the Summer EBT agency will implement to provide access to households experiencing homelessness and other vulnerable populations, e.g., children in foster care, children from households with limited English proficiency [7 CFR 292.8(e)(10)(vi), 7 CFR 292.15(c)(1)(v)].
	Click or tap here to enter text.




Section 8 - Program Integrity 
The POM is an opportunity to think carefully and critically about how Summer EBT agencies incorporate integrity measures throughout their administration of the program. All elements of the POM should complement and support each other to strengthen the integrity framework of the Program. Your responses in this section should address how your program operations and interagency coordination work together holistically to achieve integrity across the Program.
8.1 Describe your plans and procedures to ensure program integrity, including but not limited to: internal controls, data collection practices, data quality, developing and maintaining an accurate master issuance file, and participant training and communication [7 CFR 292.16(a); 7 CFR 292.16(a)(5)]. Your response should reference your plans to prevent and detect dual participation and program violations (sections 8.3 – 8.5), data collection and quality including the Statewide database (sections 5.1, & 5.4), and application verification (6.8 – 6.10), as appropriate.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
8.2 	Describe any other program integrity measures the Summer EBT agency is implementing that have not yet been addressed in this POM.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
Dual Participation
8.3 	What are your procedures to detect and prevent dual participation within the State (i.e., a child simultaneously receiving multiple allotments from your State Summer EBT Program) [7 CFR 292.8(e)(9)]? Please be specific and consider leveraging any procedures from SNAP, WIC, or other programs that have been proven effective (e.g., fuzzy matching algorithms for student data, de-duplication reports with multiple data systems, robust data sharing agreements, State and local coordination, communication campaigns, and internal audit procedures).
Click or tap here to enter text.
8.4	What are your procedures to detect and prevent dual participation with other States/ITOs (i.e., a child simultaneously receiving benefits from your State and another State or ITO) [ 7 CFR 292.8(e)(9); 7 CFR 292.15(d)]? This process shall include providing notice to households that they should only use benefits from the State or ITO where their child(ren) completed the instructional year immediately preceding the summer operational period. Under no circumstances should they use both [7 CFR 292.12(f)(4)]. Please be specific and consider leveraging any procedures from SNAP, WIC, or other programs that have been proven effective (e.g., provide an opportunity for households to inform the State that they’ve recently moved from another State or intend to move to another State, partner with border States or other States that have a high rate of residential mobility with your State and create data sharing agreements). 
Click or tap here to enter text.


Program Violations
8.5  Describe how you will identify and investigate suspected program violations [7 CFR 292.8(e)(4); 7 CFR 292.16(e)(1), 7 CFR 292.25]. If you are using the same processes that you use to identify and investigate violations in SNAP/NAP, you should provide a copy or description of your SNAP/NAP plan. 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Claims
[bookmark: _Hlk217303111]Note: Summer EBT agencies are responsible for, and will be held accountable for, program errors, in accordance with 7 CFR 292.27. This will include reimbursing FNS for funds that were spent in error, such as benefits issued to ineligible children or duplicate issuances.
USDA expects that Summer EBT agencies will recoup any unspent funds that were issued in error as soon an erroneous issuance is identified. USDA also expects that Summer EBT agencies will pursue claims against households for benefits spent that they weren’t entitled to. 
8.6 Describe how you will establish and pursue claims against households for cases of erroneous payments [7 CFR 292.27, 7 CFR 292.8(e)(10)(vii)]. If you are using the same processes that you use to pursue claims in your SNAP/NAP program, you should provide a copy or description of your SNAP/NAP plan. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

8.7   If you use a specific dollar value to determine cost effectiveness for pursuing a claim (e.g., a disregard threshold), provide the dollar value. If you are using the same processes that you use to determine if a claim will be pursued in your SNAP/NAP program, you should provide a copy or description of your SNAP/NAP plan. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

[Optional] Section 9 - Give Yourself Some Kudos!
Tell us about something you’re doing that you’re proud of (e.g., improved program implementation, excellent customer service, implementing new systems/technologies). 
Click or tap here to enter text.


Section 10 - Summer EBT Agency Signatures
The POM shall be signed by the Summer EBT agency or agencies designated official responsible for ensuring that the Program is operated in accordance with the POM.
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SUMMER EBT AGENCY OR AGENCIES
	COORDINATING AGENCY: 
	PARTNERING AGENCY: 

	By (Signature)
[bookmark: Sign1]     
	By (Signature)
[bookmark: Sign2]     

	Title
[bookmark: Title1]     
	Title
[bookmark: Title2]     

	Date
[bookmark: DateSign1]     
	Date
[bookmark: DateSign2]     



 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE FNS REGIONAL OFFICE
	FNS REGIONAL DIRECTOR:

	By (Signature)
     

	Title
     

	Date
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