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SUBJECT:  FSP - Nevada - Request to Waive Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act,
As Amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996

TO: Demnis Stewart, Regional Director
Food Stamp Program
Weslern Region

This is in response to your memorandum of Oclober 23, 2001, forwardin ¢ the Nevada State
Ageney’s request for an emergency waiver of Section 6(o) of the Food Stamp Act, as
amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconcihation Act of 1996 (PRWORA). This section limits the receipt of food stamp
benefits to 3 months within a 3-year period for able-bodied adults who are not workin ¢ (or
participating in a work program) 20 hours or more each week or participating in work farc.
The State agency is requesting the waiver based on a si gnificant increase in tourism-related
unemployment resulting from the events of Seplember 11, 2001.

Our responsc approving the State’s waiver request o exempl residents of two counties from
the requirements of Section 824 of PRWORA is attached. Approval is limited to a period of
4 months pending receipt of additional unemployment data.
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Arthur T, Foley
Dircctor
Program Devclopment Division

Attachments
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Waiver Response
Waiver serial number: 2002014
Type of request: Initial

Primary regulation citation: Scction 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by
Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
(PRWORA) of 1996 (PL 104-193)

Secondary regulation citation:
State: Nevada
Region: Western

Regulatory requirements: Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by
Section 824 of the PRWORA, provides that no individual shal]l be eligible to
participate in the Food Stamp Program as a member of any household if, during the
preceding 36 month period, the individual received food stamp benefits for not less
than 3 months (consecutive or otherwise), during which the individual did not work
20 hours or more per week, averaged monthly; did not participate in and comply
with the requirements of a work program for 20 hours or more per week; or did
not participate in and comply with requirements of a program under Section 20 or a
comparable program established by the State.

Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the PRWORA
also provides that, upon the request of a State agency, the Secretary may waive the
applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals in the State if the
Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside has an
unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does not have a sufficient number of jobs
to provide employment for the individuals.

Proposed alternative procedures: The Nevada Stale Agency is requesting a waiver
to exempt residents of Clark and Nye Counties {located in the Las Vegas area of the
State) from the work requircments of Section 824 of PRWORA. As a result of the
events of September 11, 2001, the two counties have experienced a significanl drop
i lourism resulting in the layoffs of several thousand employees. The State agency
notes that a significant number of these employees are single or married with no
dependants, and as such, are subject to Section 824 of PRWORA. The State agency
has requested that the waiver remain in effect for a 12 month period ending
September 30, 2002,
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Action and reason for approval or denial: We are approving the Stalc agency’s
request to waive the work requirements of Section 824 of PRWORA for residents of
Clark and Nye Countics. We arc, however. limiting approval (o a 4-month period
pending receipt of unemployntent data from the State’s Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) cooperating agency.

Regulatory or legislative basis for action: This waiver is approved pursuant to
Section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the PRWORA,
which allows the Secretary (o waive the applicability of the work requirement
provision in Section 6(o) for any group ol individuals in the State if the Sceretary
makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside have an
unemployment rate over 10 percent or has insufficient Jjobs,

Conditions and reasons:

Information required for extension. To rcceive in extiension the State agency must
submit unemployment rate data (rom its BLS cooperating agency covering at least a
3 month period.

Expiration date: This waiver expires April 30, 2002.

Limitation on regional office approval of like requests: Approval of this waiver
is limited to the Nevada State Agency.

Quality Control Procedures:

Date of national office action:

Date of State agency’s request: October 10, 200]

Date of regional office transmittal of State agency request: October 23, 2001

Actual Implementation Date:




