OCT 31 2003

970140

SUBJECT:  Food Stamp Program - Maine - Request to Amend Extension of Waiver
970140

TO: Robert L. Canavan, Regional Director

Food Stamp Program
Northeast Region

This 1s in response to the Maine State Agency’s request of October 28, 2003, to amend
the extension of waiver 970140.

The State agency requested that the Sanford Labor Market Area (LMA) be added to its
current waiver, which exempts certain areas from the work requirements of 7 CFR
273.24. The waiver, which modified and extended waiver 970140, was approved on
September 4, 2003.

The State agency enclosed, with its request, data from the U.S Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics showing the average unemployment rate for the Sanford LMA
to be 7.1 percent for the time period from January 2001 through December 2002. To be
20 percent above the national unemployment rate for this 24-month period the Sanford
LMA would need an unemployment rate of at least 6.3 percent. We are, therefore,
approving this request to amend the extension of waiver 970140 to include the Sanford
LMA. This period of time conforms to the requirement that a State agency use data from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) or the BLS cooperating agency showing that an area
has a 24-month average unemployment rate that exceeds the national average by 20
percent for any 24-month period no earlier than the same period the Employment and
Training Administration used to designate the Labor Surplus Areas (LSAs) for the current
fiscal year.

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Shea of my staff at 703-305-2513.

P f

Patrick Waldron

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division
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