
John J. Boyce, Director 
Division of Family and Children 
Indiana. Family and Social Services Administration 
402 West Washington, Room W392 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Dear Mr. Boyce: 

MWFS-lOO:FS 13-1-3 IN 
Dated 04116102 

This is in response to the Indiana State Agency's request to extend waiver #970155 in order to 
exempt individuals residing in certain areas, designated as Labor Surplus Areas (LSAs) by the 
Department of Labor, from the work requirements of 7 CFR 273.24. In addition, the State agency 
has requested to modify its waiver in order to exempt individuals residing in certain areas of the 
State from the work requirements of 7 CFR 273.24 on the basis of insufficient jobs. 

We have approved your request until March 31, 2003. Please refer to the enclosed waiver response 
outline for additional information. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me or have a member of 
your staff contact Angela M. Bryan at (312) 886-4662. 

Sincerely, 

Signed by Ollice C. Holden 

OLLICE C. HOLDEN 
Regional Director 
Food Stamp Program 

Enclosure 

cc: T. Snell, Deputy Directory, Family Resources, DFC, IFSSA, Indianapolis, IN (via e:mail) 
B. Hastings, Asst. FS Manager, FIS, DFC, IFSSA, Indianapolis, IN (via e:mail) 
H. Hofmann, Deputy Manager, FS QC, DFC, IFSSA, Indianapolis, IN (via e:mail) 

bee: P. Waldron, Certification Policy Branch Chief, PDD, FSP, FNS, Alexandria, VA, IN (via 
e:mail) 
T. Solis, Asst. Section Chief, EU, EMS, FSP, MWRO, FNS (via e:mail) 
A. Shannon, EU, FSP, MWRO, FNS, Chicago, IL (via e: mail) 
R. Masters, OIC, MWRFO, FNS, Indianapolis, IN (via e:mail) 



WAIVER RESPONSE 

1. Waiver serial number: 970155 

2. Type of request: Extension/Modification 

3. Primary regulation citation: 7 CPR 273.24 

4. Secondary regulation citation: 

5. State: Indiana 

6. Region: MWRO 

7. Regulatory requirements: 7 CPR 273.24 provides that no individual shall be 
eligible to participate in the Food Stamp Program as a member of any household if, 
during the preceding 36-month period, the individual received food stamp benefits 
for not less that 3-months (consecutive or otherwise), during which the individual 
did not work 20 hours or more per week, averaged monthly; did not participate in 
and comply with the requirements of a work program for 20 hours or more per 
week; or did not participate in and comply with requirements of a program under 
Section 20 or a comparable program established by the State. 

7 CPR 273.24(f) also provides that upon the request of a State agency;the FNS 
may waive the applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals in 
the State if the Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the 
individuals reside has an unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does not have a 
sufficient number of jobs to provide employment for the individuals. 

8. Description of proposed alternative procedures: Under the current waiver, the 
Indiana State Agency is approved until March 31, 2002, to exempt individuals 
residing in 3 counties and 2 cities from the work requirement provisions of 
7 CPR 273.24 based on their designation as Labor Surplus Areas (LSAs) by the 
Employment and Training Administration (ETA) of the Department of Labor. The 
State agency is requesting to continue to extend its waiver for recipients who 
reside in Green and Orange counties, and the cities of East Chicago and Gary (Lake 
County). The State modified its waiver by adding the counties of Perry, Pulaski, 
and Switzerland, and the city of Marion (Grant County) to their request, based on 
their designation as LSAs by the Employment and Training Administration of the 
Department of Labor. The State agency is not requesting an extension for 
Randolph County since it no longer meets the criteria. 

Additionally, the State agency is requesting to modify its wavier to exempt 



individuals residing in Blackford, Crawford, Fayette, Fulton, Lawrence, Randolph, 
Starke, Sullivan, and Vermillion counties, and the cities of Terre Haute and 
Michigan City from the work requirements of 7 CFR 273.24 on the basis of 
insufficient jobs in their area. The waiver request is based on unemployment rates 
20 percent above the national average for a 24-month period. 

9. Action and reason for approval or denial: We are approving the State agency's 
request to exempt residents who reside in the following 8 counties and 3 cities 
based on their designation as LSAs, from the work requirement provisions of 7 
CFR 273.24. 

LSA Counties 
Green Oran,ge Perrv Pulaski Switzerland 

LSA Cities 
East Gary Marion 
Chica,go 

Additionally, we are approving the State agency's request for a waiver of 7 CFR 
273.24 for individuals residing in all of the areas requested. All of the areas in the 
request had unemployment rates greater than 20 percent above the natjonal average 
of 4.4 percent for calendar years January 2000 through December 200 l, and above 
4.8 percent for fiscal year 2000 through 2001. Approval for the following 9 
counties and 2 cities was based on data available from the BLS web site. 

20% Counties 
Blackford 6.0 Crawford 5.4 Fayette 7.1 Fulton 6.1 
Lawrence 6.0 Randolnh 5.5 Starke 6.2 Sullivan 5.6 
Vermillion 5.6 

20% Cities 
Terre Haute 5.9 Michi,gan City 5.7 

10. Regulatory or legislative basis for action: This waiver is approved pursuant to 7 
CFR 273.24(f), which allows the FNS to waive the applicability of the work 
requirement provision in 7 CFR 273.24 for any group of individuals in the State if 
the FNS makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside has an 
unemployment rate over 10 percent, or does not have a sufficient number of jobs to 
provide employment for the affected individuals. 

11. Conditions and reasons: 

12. Information required for extension: To receive an extension the State agency 
must provide verifiable data as outlined in 7 CFR 273.24(f) indicating that there are 
insufficient jobs in the affected areas. Such data can be found on the State DOL or 



Federal DOL BLS web sites. 

13. Expiration date: This waiver will expire on March 31, 2003. 

14. Limitation, if any, on regional office approval of like reqnests: This waiver is 
limited to the Indiana State Agency. 

15. Qnality control procednres: There are no special quality control procedures 
needed in conjunction with this waiver. 

16. Date of State agency's reqnest: The State agency's request is dated February 20, 
2002. 


