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FDPIR Food Package Review Work Group 
Meeting Minutes 

Date and Time: November 15, 2022 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm ET 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm CT 
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm MT 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm PT 

 
Teams: Click here to join the meeting 
Audio Only: +1 202-650-0123 
Phone Conference ID: 897 267 459# 

 
Call to Order 
Kristin Garcia, FNS SNAS Director of Food Safety and Nutrition 

 
Welcome & Introductions 
Ms. Garcia welcomed the participants and introduced James Mountain as the Facilitator participant for 
today’s meeting, citing this was an idea and request of the Work Group. James Mountain was suggested 
by NAFDPIR President Mary Greene Trottier and agreed upon to facilitate today’s meeting. 

 
Ms. Garcia turned the meeting over to J. Mountain and Janell Conway, FNS SNAS USDA Foods 
Nutrition Services and Access Branch Chief, for the roll call of the voting Members and the continued 
welcome and recognition of all participants. 

 
Roll Call 
Ms. Conway established majority Member participants present on the Teams meeting call. 

 
Attendance 
Participants with an X next to their name attended the Teams meeting. 

 
Voting Members  Non-Voting Staff   

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff   

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) X Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS)   

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X Gina O’Brian(MPR FNS)   

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X Julie Griffith (MPR FNS)  X 
  Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)   

Debbie Gardipee-Reyes (WR VP)  Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS)   

AC Sanchez (WRR) X    

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X FNS HQ Support Staff   
  Kristin Garcia  X 

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP)  Laura Castro  X 
Blake Garrison (MPR) X Christina Riley  X 
Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) X Shenique Bridges  X 

  Erica Antonson  X 
Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X Barbara Lopez   

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWNhYmM2ZDAtOGY1Yy00NWY1LWExOWUtNDEwM2ZjN2RmYzg5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220e6c8166-0964-43b7-9dcc-846922fde501%22%7d
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Voting Members  Non-Voting Staff   
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Katie Clifford  X 
Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X Kathy Staley  X 

  John Enggren   

Perry Martinez (SW VP)  Sarah Kinney  X 
Connie Martinez (SWR)  Amy Bruckbauer  X 
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist)  Mary Rose Conroy  X 

  Tina Hanes  X 
Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X Sam Prins  X 
Briana Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X Dana Rasmussen  X 

  Sara Olsen  X 
Facilitators  AMS Support Staff   

James Mountain X Gwen Holcomb  X 
Carnely Gauna X    

Jenna Mendez X    
     

 

Approval of Agenda: 

No Objections to Agenda as presented; Agenda accepted 
 
FY 2023 Workgroup Meeting Schedule 

Ms. Garcia and Ms. Conway reaffirmed with the Group that there is a practice of four (4) meetings 
scheduled and held per year including virtual and in-person meetings. The objective in the spring of 2023 
is to return to this schedule and practice with a takeaway from today’s meeting to create a tentative 
schedule for 2023. The next meeting will be a virtual via Microsoft Teams in February 2023, no specific 
date decided at this time. 

 
Ms. Garcia stated that the next in-person meeting has been on hold and, per the recommendation of the 
FPRWG in September 2022, suggested for the meeting to take place in Phoenix, AZ. President Greene 
Trottier reaffirmed that Phoenix was the place previously chosen pre-pandemic and that the group should 
remain committed to this location and that a site visit to a local ITO is imperative for this meeting. 

 
Gila River Indian Reservation was suggested as a potential site location. Additionally, the in-person 
meeting was suggested to include a strategic planning session for the FPWRG. 

 
The Group adopted the following recommendations: 

● Next meeting will be in Feb. 2023 via Call/Teams 

● In-person meeting will be in Phoenix, AZ over the course of two (2) days to include a site visit 

pending arrangements confirmed with the Tribe. 

● Meeting dates to be between March 20 - April 6, 2023 

● Preferred meeting and hotel accommodations would be tribally owned 
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2. FY 2023 Strategic Planning Meeting Next Steps 

FPWRG committed to meeting in Phoenix, AZ between the dates of March 20 - April 6, 2023. This 
session's initial Agenda is to include a scheduled site visit on day one (1) at the proposed Gila River 
Indian Reservation ITO and outreach to the ITO will be further discussed and collaborated at the Dec. 6 
tribal leader’s consultation meeting on FDPIR. Barbara Lopez may have additional information for this 
ITO if needed. The agenda will also focus on follow up to the work currently in process and dedicated 
time to a strategy session for the workgroup. Further Agenda items to be discussed and collectively 
determined. A facilitator willbe chosen by USDA for the meetingwith NAFDPIR input. A tribally owned 
location will be researched for meeting and hotel accommodations. 

 
3. Status Update: New Foods to Consider 
New Foods 
Following receipt of the new foods list in October, AMS initiated market research on the feasibility of 
adding five new foods – bison stew meat, frozen stir-fry mix, frozen strawberries, low-sodium turkey 
deli meat, and olive oil – to the food package. FNS will follow-up with AMS to determine if vendor 
outreach can occur before the end of the calendar year. 

 
Workgroup members will share information about potential vendors, particularly for olive oil and frozen 
stir fry mix. Information about Seka Hills, an olive oil vendor was shared during the meeting. 

 
Food Package Enhancements 
The majority of the FPRWG voting members in the Workgroup, in voted in favor of (i.e., identified) the 
opportunities discussed to enhance the food package by increasing the amount of food distributed to 
participants each month. 

 
Voting Members Yes Vote No Vote 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X  

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) X  

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X  

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X  

   

Debbie Gardipee-Reyes (WR VP)   

AC Sanchez (WRR) X  

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X  
   

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP)   

Blake Garrison (MPR) X  

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) X  

   

Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X  

Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X  

Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X  
   

Perry Martinez (SW VP)   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sekahills.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf8db6cb376d0441aa67708dac7f90669%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638042169608383504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=00N%2B7XJuEpt5F1DyBrhU5lxhsttCdFij%2Fs1qEbU68Vw%3D&reserved=0
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Voting Members Yes Vote No Vote 

Connie Martinez (SWR)   

Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist)   
   

Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X  

Briana Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X X  

 

FNS will proceed with internal deliberations to confirm product availability and USDA Foods vendors’ 
capacity to support increased demand and determine projected short- and long-term increases in food 
costs based on anticipated program participation. We will coordinate updates to the FDPIR Guide Rate 
with IFMS/AIS software releases and determine a practical timeline for Guide Rate updates. FNS 
conveyed, and the FPRWG acknowledge, that all the opportunities identified may not be feasible and/or 
may not be able to occur at the same time. 
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