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=::::::::: 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
Food Package Review Work Group 

April 3, 2024 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 

Voting Members 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) x Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) 

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) Gloria Goodwin (MWR) x 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) x Tonya Laurent (MWR Nutritionist) x 

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) x Perry Martinez (SW VP) x 

Debbie Reyes – Gardipee (WR VP) x Connie Martinez (SWR) x 

AC Sanchez (WRR) Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) x 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) x Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) x 

Blake Garrison (MP VP) x Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) 

vacant (MPR) 

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) 

Non-Voting Attendees 

FNS HQ Support Staff FNS RO Support Staff 

Kristin Garcia (Food Safety and Nutrition) Holly Williams (SWR FNS) 

Tina Hanes (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Katie O’Donnell (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Lisa Mays (Food Safety and Nutrition) AMS Support Staff 

Kati Burton (Food Safety and Nutrition) Gwen Holcomb 

Laura Castro (Operations Division) 

Justin Lew (Operations Division) 

Jaimie Griffin (Operations Division) 

Samantha Prins (Policy Division) 

Liam Comer-Weaver (Policy Division) 

Katie Clifford (Funding and Technology) 

Shenique Bridges (Program Integrity) 

Barbara Lopez (Program Integrity) 

Keri Bradford-Gomez (Office of Policy Support, Communications) 

I. Welcome and Attendance 
a. FNS confirmed attendees and provided an overview of the agenda. 

II. Review Revised Proposal for Oil Category 
a. FNS provided an overview of the current distribution rate for the Oil Category and the 

original proposal presented to the Workgroup in November 2023 (Figure 1) to 
accommodate the addition of extra virgin olive oil in the food package. 



 
  
 
 

 
 

     
     

    
   

  
     

       
 

     
  

                  
                  

    
    
      
         

 
       

  

                  
                  

      
    
     
     

   
    

    
   

     
  

   
    

      
    

      
       

      
   

  

USDA 
=::::::::: 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
Food Package Review Work Group 

April 3, 2024 

b. FNS noted that Workgroup members expressed concern during the February 7 meeting 
about the limitations placed on extra virgin olive oil in the first proposal. 

c. Workgroup members were specifically interested in removing the limit of 1 bottle of 
extra virgin olive oil per household, to allow flexibility for programs to distribute 
equitably based on available supply. 

d. FNS presented Alternative A (Figure 2) to the FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup 
Nutrition Subgroup on March 12, 2024, and it was supported by members. 

Figure 1: Proposed Distribution Rate [November 2023] 

OIL 

Household Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Units 4 4 6 6 9 9 12 12 

• One 48 oz. bottle of vegetable oil is treated as 3 units. 
• One 16 oz. package of butter is treated as 3 units. 
• One 15 oz. tub of light buttery spread is treated as 1 unit. 
• One 16.9 oz. bottle of olive oil is treated as 1 unit. (Limit of 1 unit of olive oil per household.) 

Figure 2: Alternative A: Revised Proposed Distribution Rate [March 2024] 

OIL 

Household Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Units 4 4 6 6 9 9 12 12 

• One 48 oz. bottle of vegetable oil is = 3 units. 
• One 16 oz. package of butter = 3 units. 
• One 15 oz. tub of light buttery spread = 1 unit. 
• One 16.9 oz. bottle of olive oil = 1 unit. Olive oil is subject to availability. 

e. FNS provided an overview of the revised proposal: 
i. Alternative A proposes that “olive oil is subject to availability,” and removes the 

limit of one bottle of olive oil per household per month. 
ii. Programs will be able to manage their olive oil inventory as needed to 

accommodate larger households that may desire additional bottles to meet 
their needs. 

iii. Based on the quantity of olive oil available, regional offices will provide FDPIR 
programs with technical assistance related to ordering capacity. 

iv. The Workgroup inquired about the number of units assigned to butter. FNS 
explained that the new proposal uses the same 3:1 ratio utilized in the current 
distribution, which is based on the saturated fat content of butter, which should 
be consumed in smaller volumes compared to fats/oils with less saturated fat. 

v. Workgroup members expressed support for Alternative A proposal and 
requested FNS to reassess distribution rates when market conditions for olive oil 
improve. FNS agreed to this request. 
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f. FNS facilitated a vote to move forward with Alternative A, which resulted in a unanimous 
vote in favor of the proposal. Y = Yes Vote, N = No Vote 

Voting Members 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) Y Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) 

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) Gloria Goodwin (MWR) Y 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) Y Tonya Laurent (MWR Nutritionist) Y 

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) Y Perry Martinez (SW VP) Y 

Debbie Reyes – Gardipee (WR VP) Y Connie Martinez (SWR) Y 

AC Sanchez (WRR) Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) Y 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) Y Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) 

Blake Garrison (MP VP) 

vacant (MPR) Y 

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) 

g. FNS will proceed with updating the Oil Category in the FDPIR Guide Rate alongside 
additional food package enhancements scheduled for implementation on June 1, 2024. 

III. Food Package Enhancements 
a. FNS reiterated upcoming guide rate enhancements and delivery expectations for each of 

the three new foods. 
Category Guide Rate Changes: Effective June 1, 2024 
Meat/Poultry/Fish Increase from 5 to 6 units 
Vegetables Increase from 18 to 20 units 
New Foods Vegetable stir-fry blend, frozen – 1 lb. pack 

Turkey deli, low-sodium, frozen – 2 lb. pack 
Extra virgin olive oil – 16.9 oz glass bottle 

i. Extra Virgin Olive Oil solicitation was released April 3, 2024, with deliveries 
expected July – September. 

• FNS informed the Workgroup that the Oil Category will be updated for 
the June 1 implementation, however, olive oil may not be available to 
order until later in the summer. FNS committed to informing programs 
about order quantities when inventory is available for order. 

ii. Turkey deli meat and vegetable stir fry blend are expected to be delivered to the 
warehouse and available to order before the June 1 implementation date. 

b. FNS expressed that all communications regarding the June 1 food package 
enhancements, will be sent to the FNS regional offices and FDPIR programs in the 
coming weeks. 

IV. Meeting Adjourned 




