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Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendance 
 

Voting Members 
AC Sanchez (WRR)  Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  
Blake Garrison (MPR) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP)  
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X Debbie Gardipee-Reyes (WR VP) X 
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X 
Connie Martinez (SWR) X Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X 
Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X 
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Perry Martinez (SWR VP) X 
Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  

 
  

FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff  FNS Support Staff  
Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS)  Barbara Lopez X 
Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS) X Christina Riley X 
Kacie O’Brien (WRO FNS)  Erica Antonson X 
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X John Enggren X 
Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X Julie Skolmowski X 
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)  Kathy Staley X 
  Katie Clifford X 

AMS Support Staff  Kristin Garcia X 
Gwen Holcomb X Laura Castro X 
  Michael Baker X 
  Shenique Bridges  
  Tracy Fox X 
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Discussion Items 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions  
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed Debbie Gardipee-Reyes, Western Region Vice 

President, as the newest member of the workgroup. Kristin Garcia, Director of Food 
Safety and Nutrition was also introduced to the workgroup.  

b. Facilitator provided an overview of the agenda and reviewed all accompanying 
handouts. 
 

II. USDA DoD Fresh Seasonal Produce 
a. NAFDPIR President reminded workgroup to request seasonal items from USDA 

DoD Fresh vendors if they are not in the catalog. 
 

III. USDA Foods Factsheets and Recipes  
a. Facitlitator reminded the workgroup that each food in the FDPIR food package has 

a Product Information Sheet which contains nutrition information, uses and tips, 
storage information, MyPlate information, and two recipes. ITOs are encouraged to 
use product information sheets to provide more information about the foods that are 
offered in FDPIR.  

b. Workgroup was also encouraged to use the FDPIR Sharing Gallery which contains 
additional recipes, cookbooks, handouts, videos, photos, toolkits, and grant 
opportunities to support their nutrition education efforts.  

c. Facilitator reminded workgroup to submit resources that they would like to share 
with the larger FDPIR community to USDAFoods@usda.gov to be added to the 
FDPIR Sharing Gallery. 
 

IV. New Foods to Consider: Recommendation from the Nutrition Subgroup 
a. Facilitator initated the discussion by providing background information on the new 

foods to consider.  
b. Tribal nutritionists reviewed the Nutrition Subgroup’s recommendation for the new 

foods to consider which considered the following factors:  
i. Alignment with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 

ii. Availability in other FDD programs 
iii. Estimate of time for AMS market research 
iv. Versatility 
v. How the food item is stored and desired pack size  

vi. Shelf life 
vii. Overall ranking (as submitted by each voting workgroup member) 

c. The Nutrition Subgroup recommended the workgroup consider the following items 
for market research: 

i. Frozen strawberries – 1 pound pack size 
ii. Frozen broccoli – 1 pound pack size 

iii. Low sodium turkey deli meat – 1-2 pound pack size 

mailto:USDAFoods@usda.gov
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iv. Olive oil (size not identified) 
v. Individual Portion shelf stable peach cups – approximately 4 oz 

d. Workgroup members expressed concern that certain items were not included in the 
recommendation such as low-sodium luncheon meat, honey, bison stew meat, and 
stir-fry vegetables. 

e. Tribal nutritionists explained their rationale for the recommendation and the desire 
to maintain the nutrition integrity of the food package while also considering the 
variety.  

f. Facilitator reminded the workgroup that they requested the Nutrition Subgroup to 
provide a recommendation based on their nutrition expertise and suggested another 
meeting to continue the discussion.  

g. The workgroup did not come to a consensus on the five foods they would like to 
send to AMS for market research. 
 

V. Enhance the Food Package to Promote Nutrition Security and CARES Act Transition 
a. Facilitator was not able to initiate discussion on this agenda item. This agenda item 

will be discussed during a future meeting. 
 

VI. Next Meeting 
a. June 2022 

 
VII. Meeting Adjourned  

a. After the meeting, facilitator sent workgroup additional documentation on the new 
foods to consider and a scheduling poll to determine the next meeting date and time 
for June.  




