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Voting Members 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President)  X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP)  

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  Gloria Goodwin (MWR)  

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X Vacant (MWR Nutritionist)  

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X Perry Martinez (SW VP) X 

Debbie Reyes – Gardipee (WR VP)  Connie Martinez (SWR) X 

AC Sanchez (WRR)  Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist)  X 

Blake Garrison (MP VP)  X Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist)  X 

Vacant (MPR)    

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist)  X   

Non-Voting Attendees 

FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff FNS HQ Support Staff 

Devin Wilcox-Mccombs (WRO FNS)  Kristin Garcia (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Michael Medina (MPR FNS) Tina Hanes (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Sarah Kinney (MWRO FNS)  Kati Burton (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Janelle Winter (MWRO FNS) Erica Walther (Food Safety and Nutrition)  

Holly Williams (SWR FNS) Lauren King-Dillon (Operations Division)  

AMS Support Staff Laura Castro (Operations Division)  

Gwen Holcomb Danielle Lyons (Operations Division) 

 Christina Riley (Operations Division) 

 Justin Lew (Operations Division) 

 Polly Fairfield (Policy Division) 

 Blair Tucker-Gruchala (Program Integrity) 

 Barbara Lopez (Program Integrity) 
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I. Welcome & Introductions 
a. FNS provided an overview of the agenda. 

 
II. Guide Rate Enhancements and New Foods 

a. FNS reviewed the upcoming FDPIR Guide Rate enhancements, including the addition of 
two new foods.  

b. Effective September 1, 2023, the following updates will be made to Exhibit O – FDPIR 
Monthly Distribution Guide Rates by Household Size:   

  
Category  Guide Rate Changes: Effective September 1, 2023  
Eggs  Increase from 1 to 2 units  
Meat/Poultry/Fish  Increase from 3 to 5 units  
Vegetables   Increase from 13 to 18 units  
New Foods  Strawberries, frozen – 1 lb. pack  

Bison stew meat, frozen – 2 lb. pack  
c. Workgroup members acknowledged updates and plan to provide resources to FDPIR 

program operators and participants, including handouts and an updated shopping list. 
d. FNS requested the Workgroup’s input on additional resources programs may need to 

ensure successful implementation. No additional resources were discussed. 
 

III. USDA Foods 
a. FNS provided an update on shortfalls with canned, low sodium hominy and discussed 

with the Workgroup the option to temporarily source a higher sodium product.  
i. All workgroup members agreed to proceed with the higher sodium hominy 

option to maintain availability and access to this traditional food.  
ii. AMS will proceed with this request.  

b. FNS provided an update on shortfalls with buttery spread and dehydrated potatoes. FNS 
informed the Workgroup that AMS is looking for new vendors to source these products.  

c. FNS provided an update on the additional three foods that will be added to the food 
package in FY 2024. Based on the current market research, FNS expects to have turkey 
deli meat available Q4 2024 and vegetable stir fry and olive oil Q1 2024. FNS will work 
collaboratively with AMS to confirm and finalize the expected timeline for these 
products.  
 

IV. FDPIR Food Package Review Nutrition Sub-group 
a. FNS provided the Workgroup with updates from the Nutrition Sub-group meeting on 

May 17, 2023.  
i. Resources to support September Guide Rate Enhancements were shared and 

reviewed by Nutrition Sub-group members.   

https://www.fns.usda.gov/fdpir/fdpir-monthly-distribution-guide-rates
https://www.fns.usda.gov/fdpir/fdpir-monthly-distribution-guide-rates
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b. FY 2024 FDPIR Nutrition Paraprofessional Training location and dates request has been 
sent out and training details will be communicated to the Workgroup in July. 

c. Workgroup requested the Sub-group develop best practices for utilizing regular sodium 
hominy as a temporary replacement for the low-sodium option.  

d. The next Nutrition Sub-group meeting will be held in August.  
 

V. Future Discussions  
a. “Ideal food package” discussions were initiated as part of the March strategic planning 

meeting in Phoenix. FNS would like to continue the discussion at future Workgroup 
meetings. 

b. Workgroup members have mentioned “regional food packages” during previous 
meetings. FNS will further discuss this concept with the Workgroup in FY 2024.  
 

VI. NAFDPIR August 13-18, 2023, Kansas City, MO 
a. Workgroup members discussed conference planning and overall goals of the gathering.  
b. Workgroup requested samples of FDPIR new foods to taste test during NAFDPIR. 

i. FNS will work with AMS and conference planning committee to explore 
sampling opportunities.  

c. Workgroup members requested a debrief meeting after the NAFDPIR conference. FNS 
tentatively scheduled this meeting for August 23, 2:00PM – 3:00PM ET. 
 

VII. Next Workgroup Meeting  
a. The next Workgroup meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2023, 3:00PM – 4:30PM ET. 

 
VIII. Meeting Adjourned   




