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Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes

Attendance
Voting Members
AC Sanchez (WRR) X | Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)
Blake Garrison (MPR) X | Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) Debbie Gardipee-Reyes (WR VP)
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X | Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X
Connie Martinez (SWR) X | Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X
Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X | Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President] X
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X | Perry Martinez (SWR VP) X
Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X | Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) X
FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff FNS Support Staff
Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS) Barbara Lopez X
Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS) X | Christina Riley X
Kacie O’Brien (WRO FNS) Erica Antonson X
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNYS) X | John Enggren X
Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X | Julie Skolmowski X
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) Kathy Staley X
Katie Clifford X
AMS Support Staff Kristin Garcia X
Gwen Holcomb X | Laura Castro X
Shenique Bridges X
Tracy Fox X
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Di ion 1

I. Welcome & Introductions
a. Facilitator provided an overview of the agenda and reviewed all accompanying
handouts.

I1. Discuss Possibility of an In-person Meeting

a. Facilitator discussed several options for an in-person meeting in the coming
months.

b. Workgroup members expressed interest in attending in-person meeting and
requested to taste test samples of new foods if possible. Workgroup suggested
meeting at a location near an ITO to give workgroup members who are not familiar
with FDPIR an opportunity to see the program. Workgroup also suggested to
consider meeting during the national conference in October.

c. Facilitator requested workgroup members to complete survey indicating their
availability to attend an in-person meeting by the end of the month.

II1.New Foods to Consider

a. Facilitator thanked the nutrition subgroup and workgroup members for providing
their feedback on the new foods to consider during the last meeting,

b. Facilitator reminded workgroup that AMS has attended workgroup meetings since
March 2021 and is available to answer questions.

c. AMS representative provided an overview of their role and the information that is
needed to move forward on the new foods to consider.

d. Workgroup discussed wanting more variety and not offering the same type of food
butin a different form. They also requested to engage with the ITOs in their regions
again to identify the top 10 items to consider adding to the food package. Lastly,
workgroup requested to have a traditional food as one of the five new foods to
consider. Workgroup agreed to submit their top 10 items again.

e. Facilitator requested workgroup members to complete survey indicating their top
10 items to consider adding to the food package by the end of the month.

IV.Enhance the Food Package to Promote Nutrition Security and CARES Act Transition

a. Facilitator reviewed the CARES Act Food Package and FNS’s goal to support
nutrition security and enhance the food package once the CARES Act Food
Package concludes on September 30, 2022.

b. Facilitator asked the workgroup what does ‘enhance the food package’ mean to you
and what type of changes would you make to the guide rate to enhance the food
package.

c. Workgroup members expressed the need to add new foods, but not more of the
same foods they already receive and to limit foods that are not popular. Suggested
increasing flexibilities for clients who may not take certain items by allowing them
to take food from other food groups. Recommended increasing overall benefits to

attract participants that left the program when SNAP increased their benefits during
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the pandemic. Recommended looking at HEI score and overall food package to
determine what needs to be improved as well as considering regional food
preferences.

V. Next Meeting
a. TBD

VI.Meeting Adjourned
a. After the meeting, facilitator sent workgroup a survey to indicate availability to
attend in-person meeting and a survey to indicate top 10 new foods to consider.
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