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Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 

Attendance 

Voting Members 

AC Sanchez (WRR) X Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X 
Blake Garrison (MPR) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X Thunder Garcia (WR VP) X 
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X 
Connie Martinez (SWR) X Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary)  

Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist)  Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X 
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Perry Martinez (SWR VP) X 
Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  

 
 

FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff  FNS Support Staff  
Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS)  Barbara Lopez X 
Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS)  Blair Tucker-Gruchala  
Kacie O’Brien (WRO FNS)  Christina Riley X 
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X Danielle Ziegler X 
Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X Elizabeth Dawson X 
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)  Erica Antonson X 

  John Enggren  
AMS Support Staff  Julie Skolmowski X 
Gwen Holcomb X Kathy Staley  
  Katie Clifford X 
  Laura Castro X 
  Michael Baker  
  Sam Hunley X 
  Shenique Bridges  
  Tracy Fox X 
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Discussion Items 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions 
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and provided an overview of the 

agenda. 
 

II. CARES Act Food Package 
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the CARES Act Food 

Package. 
i. Fourteen (14) ITOs are approved to distribute the CARES Act Food 

Package through March 31, 2022. 
ii. Workgroup would like advance notice if the CARES Act Food Package will 

be extended. FNS will explore with policy officials if the CARES Act Food 
Package can be extended and will notify ITOs when additional information 
is available. 

 
III. USDA Foods 

a. Frozen fruits and vegetables 
i. Workgroup facilitator informed the workgroup that the FDPIR Monthly 

Distribution Guide Rate by Household Size will be updated to include 1 lb. 
frozen blueberries, peas, and carrots with an effective date of March 1, 
2022. 

ii. FNS will send regional offices the updated guide rate and guidance for 
FDPIR Program Directors to use existing inventory of 2.5 lb. frozen 
blueberries and peas before issuing the smaller pack sizes. 

iii. Workgroup facilitator encouraged workgroup members to submit any issues 
or concerns with the new products to the complaint mailbox: 
usdafoodscomplaints@usda.gov. 

 

b. Operations (concerns with packaging) 
i. Workgroup members expressed issues with the integrity of the packaging 

for rice and pasta. These items have not been properly sealed and are often 
spilled during when they are unpacked and stocked on shelves. 

ii. Workgroup facilitator encouraged workgroup members to submit a 
complaint with pictures to usdafoodscomplaints@usad.gov to allow FNS 
and AMS to investigate the issues they have experienced. 

 
IV. New Foods to Consider Survey 

a. Facilitator reminded the workgroup to complete the New Foods to Consider Survey 
that was released in December 2021. FNS provided an update on the Nutrition 
subgroup’s role in assessing the potential new foods to consider. AMS assured the 
workgroup that they would work collaboratively with FNS to conduct the 
appropriate market research. 

b. Workgroup requested to extend the deadline to submit the survey – FNS agreed and 
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extended it to February 11, 2022. 
c. Workgroup reminded members that the foods to consider should be from the 

participants, not the program directors. 
d. Workgroup requested an expedited process and inquired about the how frequently 

new foods can be added to the food package. 
e. Workgroup expressed significant concerns with the decline in FDPIR participation, 

it’s correlation to SNAP funds increasing during COVID, and the ability for SNAP 
participants to select a larger variety of foods, including unhealthy options. 
Workgroup expressed concern that there is a disparity between FDPIR and SNAP 
in that the food package as it is held to a strict nutrition standards while SNAP is 
not. 

f. Workgroup facilitator encouraged workgroup members to reach out to their tribal 
leaders and request formal tribal consultation/information session about the 
disparities between FDPIR and SNAP and the direct impact changes to SNAP have 
on FDPIR participation. 

 
V. USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

a. A workgroup member expressed concerns with the integrity of the fresh produce. 
Another praised the DoD Fresh vendor for having great availability and quality. 

b. Workgroup was reminded to submit complaints to usdafoodscomplaints@usda.gov 
and ensure their regional offices are made aware of any concerns. 

 
VI. Next Meeting 

a. April 2022 
 

VII. Meeting Adjourned 

mailto:usdafoodscomplaints@usda.gov
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