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Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance 
Voting Members 

 
Member Present Member Present 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist)  

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X Perry Martinez (SW VP) X 

Debbie Gardipee-Reyes (WR VP)  Connie Martinez (SWR)  

AC Sanchez (WRR)  Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist)  

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 

Blake Garrison (MP VP) X Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) X 

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) X   

 
    Non-Voting Attendees 
 

FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff Present FNS HQ Support Staff Present 

Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS) X Kristin Garcia (Food Safety and Nutrition) X 

Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X Tina Haines (Food Safety and Nutrition) X 

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)  Erica Walther (Food Safety and Nutrition) X 

Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS)  Laura Castro (Operations Division) X 

Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS)  Lauren King-Dillon (Operations Division) X 

  Christina Riley (Operations Division) X 
AMS Support Staff  Danielle Lyons (Operations Division) X 
Gwen Holcomb  Jaimie Griffin (Operations Division) X 

  Dana Rasmussen (Policy Division) X 
Other  Polly Fairfield (Policy Division) X 

Roxanna Newsom x Lisa Mays (Policy Division) X 

  Mary Rose Conroy (Funding & Technology) X 

  Katie Clifford (Funding & Technology) X 

  Kathy Staley (Program Integrity) X 

  Blair Tucker-Gruchala (Program Integrity) X 

 
Discussion Items 

 

I. Welcome & Introductions 
a. FNS provided an overview of the agenda and reviewed all accompanying handouts. 

 
II. Strategic Planning Meeting, March 2023 

a. Workgroup members discussed the need for a virtual option and requested 



Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
Food Package Review Work Group 

February 14, 2023 

2 | P a g e 
Food and Nutrition Service | February 2023 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

 

transportation to the proposed site visit. 
b. Workgroup selected Roxanna Newsom to facilitate the March FDPIR Strategic Planning 

meeting. 
c. Workgroup members requested an overview of food package considerations and new 

foods to better understand barriers to procurement and why certain foods have been 
rejected, as well as the process of adding foods to the food package. 

d. Workgroup requested to discuss regionally specific foods and tailoring food packages to 
each region. 

e. FNS requested input about FDPIR nutrition education. 
 

III. FDPIR Guide Rate Enhancements and New Foods 
a. Workgroup members vote YES to move forward with the procurement of bison stew 

meat and whole, frozen strawberries. 
b. Workgroup agrees to increase the guide rate for meat/poultry/fish from 3 to 4 units per 

person. 
c. Workgroup discussed the frozen stir-fry vegetable mix and would like FNS to consider, 

broccoli, carrots, and green beans over the peppers and onions. 
i. Workgroup asked questions about the seasonality of the product and how the 

specification would be developed. 
ii. FNS and AMS provided additional information about the availability of this 

product and how the specification would be written to support a successful 
procurement. 

iii. Workgroup decided to continue the discussion at the in-person strategic 
planning meeting in March. 

d. Workgroup members stated that they would like to try a sample of the turkey deli meat 
at the in-person strategic planning meeting in March. 

e. AMS was unable to provide any updates on availability of extra virgin olive oil at this 
time. 
Workgroup requested that if any of the new food items are not available, to revisit the 
list of previously requested items to explore. FNS agreed to review previously requested 
items at the strategic planning meeting in March. 

 
IV. Meeting Adjourned 
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