
 

  

USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

 

Key Takeaways 

• In school year 2022–2023, more than 3 million students in 9,000 elementary 
schools nationwide participated in Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP). 

• Nearly all State agencies that returned unused FFVP funding did so because 
schools did not use all the funding awarded to them during the school year. 

A research brief about school year 2022–2023 

The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) provides all children in participating elementary schools with free 
fresh fruit and vegetable snacks during the school day. Children get regular opportunities to eat fresh produce 
and try fruits and vegetables that may be new to them. 

Each year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) gives FFVP funding to the 
50 States, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands (FNS 2022).1 Elementary schools that 
participate in the National School Lunch Program may apply to participate in FFVP. State agencies encourage 
schools to apply if they have a high percentage of students who are eligible for free and reduced-price meals, and 
prioritize giving FFVP funds to these schools (42 USC 1769a).2 

 

In SY 2022–2023, 

23% 
of elementary schools 

applied to participate in 
FFVP and State agencies 

were able to provide 
funding to 

92% 
of the applicants. 

 

  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/ffvp/allocation-funds-fy-2023
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title42-section1769a&num=0&edition=prelim
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State agencies must return any unused FFVP funding to 
FNS at the end of the year. At the end of school year 
2022-2023, four States did not return any money, but most 
returned a small amount: 

• 22 State agencies returned 10 percent or less, 
• 13 State agencies returned 10-25 percent, 
• 13 State agencies returned 25–50 percent, and 
• 2 State agencies returned more than 50 percent of their 

funds (FNS 2024).3 

As shown in the chart on the right, the most common 
reason for returning funds was because individual schools 
didn’t use all of their funding. Almost one-third of State 
agencies returned funds because not enough schools 
applied to participate in the FFVP. Very few State agencies 
returned funds for other reasons. 

 

About the data reported here 
This study was sponsored by USDA FNS. The information reported in this brief was collected from an 

online survey of all 56 State agencies that oversaw the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast 
Program, or Seamless Summer Option during SY 2022–2023. The data tables are available in Supplement B.3. 

 

Suggested citation 
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		20						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Text Spacing		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered by user agents supporting tagged PDFs in any text spacing.		

		21						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		22						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		23				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		24						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		25		1,2		Tags->0->7->1->1,Tags->0->7->3->0->1,Tags->0->7->8->0->1,Tags->0->7->4->1->1->1,Tags->0->7->9->1->1->1,Tags->0->7->9->1->1->2,Tags->0->11->3->1->1->0->0		Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Target Size (Minimum)		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		26				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		27				Doc->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		28						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		All pages define page headers and footers appropriately		

		29						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		30						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		31						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		32						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		33						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		34						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		35						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		36						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		37						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		38						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		39						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		40						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		41						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		42						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		43						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		44						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Identify Input Purpose		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		45						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		46						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		47						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		48						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Content on Hover or Focus		Not Applicable		No actions found on hover or focus events.		

		49						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		50						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Character Key Shortcuts		Not Applicable		No character key shortcuts detected in this document.		

		51						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		52						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		53						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Focus Not Obscured (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		54						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Dragging Movements		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		55						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Label in Name		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		56						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Motion Actuation		Not Applicable		No elements requiring device or user motion detected in this document.		

		57						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Cancellation		Not Applicable		No mouse down events detected in this document.		

		58						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Gestures		Not Applicable		No RichMedia or FileAtachments have been detected in this document.		

		59						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Consistent Help		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		60						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Accessible Authentication (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		61						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Redundant Entry		Not Applicable		No form elements requiring redundant information detected in this document.		

		62						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		63						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		64						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		

		65						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		Status Message		Not Applicable		Checkpoint is not applicable in PDF.		
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