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MAR 23 2001

980013

SUBJECT: FSP - Arkansas - Request to Extend Its Waiver of Section 6(o) of the Food
Stamp Act, as Amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996

TO: Esther Phillips, Regional Director
Food Stamp Program
Southwest Region

On February 12, 2001, we responded to your memorandum of January 31, 2001,
forwarding the Arkansas State Agency’s request to extend and modify its waiver of Section
6(0) of the Food Stamp Act, as amended by Section 824 of the Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996. In that response, we denied a waiver to two
Arkansas cities, Hot Springs in Garland County and Jacksonville in Pulaski County,
because we could not at that time verify their 2-year unemployment rate, and the State
agency told you that their data for the two cities was estimated, rather than obtained from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor, or from an Arkansas State
agency using BLS methodology.

We have since found the BLS unemployment data on cities. We took the data on
unemployment in Hot Springs and Jacksonville for 1998 through the end of 2000, and
compared it with comparable data for the nation for the same time period.

One hundred twenty percent of the national average unemployment rate for the period
January 1998 through December 1999, rounded to one decimal point, was 5.2 percent, and
for the period January 1999 through December 2000 it was 4.9. The average
unemployment rate for Hot Springs for the period January 1998 through December 1999,
rounded to one decimal place, was 5.2 percent, and for the period January 1999 through
December 2000 it was 5.0. The corresponding average for Jacksonville for 1998 through
1999 was 5.9 percent, and for 1999 through 2000 it was 5.3. Therefore, both cities had
unemployment rates 20 percent above the national average for the last 2 years, and they are
eligible for a waiver. -

Please inform the Arkansas State agency that we have determined that the cities of Hot
Springs and Jacksonville may be added to waiver No. 980013.



Esther Phillips, Regional Director
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Ifyoﬁ have any questions, please contact Dan Woodhead of my staff at 703-305-2501.
e .
Arthur T. Foley 4

Director
Program Development Division

cc:  'Barbara Hallman, Retha Oliver, Maurice Tracy, Mike DePiro (OAE)
Bob Dalrymple (OAE), Civil Rights, All Regions (except SWRO)
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ARKANSAS ABAWD WAIVER REQUEST FOR FY 2001

UNEMPLOYMENT -

YR 98 YR 99  Jan-00 Feb-00 Mar-00 Apr-00 May-00 Jun-00 Jul-00 Aug-00 Sep-00 Oct-00 Nov-00 Dec-00 00-Avg
US 45 42 4 41 4 4 41 4 4 41 39 39 4 4 401
COUNTIES:
ARKANSAS 613  4.97 7 68 6.1 49 49 48 46 44 38 36 44 48 501
GREENE 563 483 48 45 4.1 39 38 48 53 54 51 57 57 58 491
HOT SPRING 601 437 56 57 55 46 48 48 48 38 32 35 39 4 452
HOWARD 508 528 41 . 4 38 34 38 52 62 52 44 36 37 37 426
IZARD 743 411 48 51 46 41 44 56 66 46 36 32 43 48 464
LOGAN 628 519 54 54 44 38 441 4 46 36 31 28 3 37 399
SHARP 7.3 7 66 58 54 53 69, 45 36 41 44 33 535
ius 12X98 1.2X99 1.2X00 |96:95; §99-00!

[

5.41 5.08 4.81 {;5 2446 ‘4 9448

COUNTIES: 98-99 99-00

ARKANSAS 5.55 4.99

GREENE 5.23 487

HOT SPRING 5.19 4.44

HOWARD 5.63 477

IZARD 5.62 4.38

LOGAN 5.74 4.59

SHARP 6.20 5.07

‘CITIES} YR98 YR99  Jan-00 Feb-00 Mar-00 Apr-00 May-00 Jun-00 Jul-00 Aug-00 Sep-00 Oct-00 Nov-00 Dec-00 00-Avg

HOTSF7§I_N'G‘ 6.3 5.5 64 54 5 42 43 46 47 43 3.9 35 4.1 46 4.58

JACKSONVIL' 6.5 5.3 6 6 59 5 5.5 5.8 5.9 54 47 42 43 47 528
"T:QL 798-99% 99-00]

HOTSPRIN_@_S_ | 5 9195 0417

1 JACKSONVILL 75.9 152917

R
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Bureau of Labor Statistics Data

Data extracted on: March 19, 2001 -(01:59 PM)

Page 1 of 1

Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Series Catalog:

Series ID : LAUCT05010003

State/Region/Division : ARKANSAS

' Area Type : CITIES AND TOWNS ABOVE 25,000 POPULATION
Area Name : HOT SPRINGS CITY, AR
Measure : unemployment rate

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Data:

:]Year] Jan | Feb ‘Mar |Apr|May|Jun|Jul{Aug|Sep|Oct|Nov|Dec|Ann| -
{(1998(7.7 i17.0 6.2 JS.? 5.8 ||i7_ 5.9 ._5.9'l5.7 5863163 |:
199972 61 5.6 5.3 5.4 ]6.0]5.8]5.3 |5.1]4.8]4.6 |5.4]5.5
{2000]j6.4 5.4 5.0 4.2 43 4.6 4743 [3.9]3.5]4.1 |4.6

2001|No data available for this year.|

JdData Home Page

v BLS Home Page

i Local Area Unemployment Statistics Home Page

Bureau of Labor Statistics

lausinfo@bls.gov

httn://146.142.4.24/cgi-bin/dsrv

3/19/01




‘Bureau of Labor Statistics Data

Data extracted on: March 19, 2001 (02:00 PM)
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Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Series Catalog:

Series ID : LAUCT05035003

State/Region/Division : ARKANSAS
Area Type : CITIES AND TOWNS ABOVE 25,000 POPULATION
Area Name : JACKSONVILLE CITY, AR
Measure : unemployment rate

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Data:

(Year| Jan | Feb Mar  |Apr|May|JunjJuljAug|Sep|Oct|Nov|Dec|Ann|
([1998]7.1 6.9 6.8 6.5 [6.6 |7.5]7.4]6-6 6.1 |5.5]5.1 |5.3]6.5
1999]6.2 [RES) [5-2 (4.8 |4.7 6.0 ]6.0]5.5 |5.2 4.8 4.4 |4.85.3 ’
2000(6.0 |6.0 5.9 -0 J5.5 |5.8]5.9]5.4 |4.7]4.2]4.3 [4.7

2001|No data available for this year.|

Data Home Page

¥ | BLS Home Page

, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Home Page

Bureau of Labor Statistics

lausinfo@bls.gov

http://146.142.4.24/cgi-bin/dsrv

3/19/01



