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Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Food Package Review Workgroup 
Meeting Date: September 2, 2020 
Meeting Minutes  
 
Attendance 
 

Voting Members  
Benita Lewis (WR VP) (AC Sanchez) X Janell Walker (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 
Blake Garrison (MPR) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Lorraine Davis (WR)  
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X 
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X 
Connie Martinez (SWR) X Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X 
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) X 
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) X Scott Kruger (MWR Nutritionist) X 
Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X TBD (SW VP)   

 
  

Non-Voting Members  FNS Support Staff  
Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) X Blair Tucker-Gruchala X 
Katie Clifford (WR FNS) X Christina Riley X 
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X Danielle Ziegler X 
Richard Burley (SWR FNS) X Elizabeth Dawson X 
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) X Erica Antonson X 

  Kathy Staley  
  Matthew Martin  
  Michael Baker  
  Shenique Bridges X 
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Discussion Items 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions  
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members. Workgroup members received the agenda 

in the meeting invite. 
 

II. Summary of Concerns Raised About Implementation of the FDPIR Bonus Food Package 
a. A summary of concerns addressed on the FDPIR CARES Act Bonus Food Package 

webinar on August 26, 2020, was discussed to ensure FNS understood all of the issues 
raised during the webinar. 

b. Workgroup members agreed and reiterated that the following issues were major concerns 
regarding the FDPIR CARES Act Bonus Food Package:  

i. Process – the process to manually track the distribution of approved foods is 
burdensome given many ITOs are operating with reduced staff and resources. 

ii. Ordering – ITOs may not know what to order because they are unsure about what 
participants will take. 

iii. Space/Infrastructure and Equipment – Some ITOs and households may not have 
the space to store additional foods (freezer, cooler, dry storage). Tribes that 
applied for infrastructure and equipment grants will need time to install new 
infrastructure to accommodate additional food.  

iv. Approved USDA Foods – Some ITOs may have concerns about the availability, 
variety, and quality of produce received and would prefer to receive foods that are 
not currently part of the regular food package.  

v. Timeline – Some ITOs have concerns about how soon changes would need to be 
implemented due to reduced staff and resources and recommended FNS take 
additional time to consider other options.  

c. FNS will consider potential alternatives that address the concerns raised and will discuss 
them with the workgroup in the future.   
 

III.  USDA Foods Updates 
a. Shell Egg Pilot 

i. Twenty-eight (28) ITOs confirmed receipt and accepted the invitation letter to 
join the shell egg pilot.  

ii. DLA is communicating with vendors in each region to finalize details. 
iii. FNS will add 28 ITOs to FFAVORS before the end of September which will 

allow the new ITOs added to the pilot to order shell eggs.  
 

b. Cereal Category Consolidation 
i. The cereal category consolidation was implemented on September 1, 2020. This 

category consolidation combined the dry cereal with the oats and farina. 
Participants can now take up to 2 units from this newly consolidated category.  

ii. To assist in this consolidation, the package size for oats was changed to 18 oz. to 
better align with the size of the farina and dry cereals. The new pack size for oats 
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also aligns with commercial standards and enhances the chances of maintaining 
the current vendor pool and potentially working with new vendors.   

iii. Handouts were created for program directors and participants to explain the 
category consolidation and provide examples of how the newly consolidated 
category provides additional flexibility and variety in the food package.  

iv. Workgroup members raised some concerns they experienced with the lastest AIS 
release. They were encouraged to contact the helpdesk to troubleshoot issues. 
 

IV. Workgroup Meeting Schedule 
a. Strategic Planning Meeting – FNS staff informed the workgroup that they would work 

on identifying dates for the strategic planning meeting which is typically held in-person 
in November. Due to the travel constraints related to COVID-19, FNS will propose a 
plan to conduct the meeting virtually across several days. 
 

V. Meeting Adjourned  


