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I.  Welcome and Attendance
a. FNS confirmed attendees and provided an overview of the agenda.

Il. FDPIR Food Package Enhancements
a. FNS provided an overview of the next set of FDPIR Guide Rate enhancements. The
tentative implementation date is June 1, 2024, and include the following updates:

Category Guide Rate Changes: Effective June 1, 2024

Meat/Poultry/Fish Increase from 5 to 6 units
Vegetables Increase from 18 to 20 units
New Foods Vegetable stir-fry blend, frozen — 1 Ib. pack

Turkey deli, low-sodium, frozen — 2 Ib. pack
Extra virgin olive oil — 16.9 oz glass bottle

b. The Workgroup acknowledged updates and plan for updated resources and discussed
the following:
i. Product availability for the meat/poultry/fish category. Items in this category
(beef, bison stew meat, pork chops) recently experienced shortfalls.

e The Workgroup discussed remediation of short-term outages and steps
to receive product outside of the regular monthly ordering process.

e Programs were advised to contact FNS Regional Offices at the earliest
opportunity when product is not delivered. FNS Household Operations
will communicate with the warehouse to deliver products as soon as
they are received in the warehouse.

ii. A new contract was awarded to Paris Brothers, Inc. in Kansas City, MO and will
be the sole warehouse responsible for storing FDPIR foods starting March 2024.
The Workgroup discussed how this transition may impact guide rate updates.
FNS assured the Workgroup that all FDPIR foods should be available as
scheduled.

lll. USDA Foods — Status of Three New Foods
a. FNS provided an update on the three foods that will be added to the food package.

i. Turkey deli meat has been procured and is scheduled to be delivered to the
warehouse May/June.

ii. Vegetable stir fry blend solicitation is out for bids.

iii. Extra virgin olive oil specification will be finalized this month, and a solicitation
will be released for bids.
b. The Workgroup expressed concerns about limiting extra virgin olive oil to one bottle per
household.

i. FNS discussed the current disruption to the domestic olive oil supply related to
weather conditions that damaged crops in Europe. This caused one of the
potential vendors to use their domestic supply to supplement commercial
demand.

ii. AMS confirmed their commitment to add extra virgin olive oil to the food
package in the timeframe specified.
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iii. The Workgroup agreed that data will be helpful to support future discussions on
this product’s limitations and request assessing the product’s take rate when it
becomes available.

iv. The Workgroup recommended to allow the olive oil to be fair shared since there
is a limited domestic supply. This would allow Tribes the flexibility to distribute
more than one bottle of olive oil to the households that want it instead of
limiting it for every household.

v. Workgroup members agreed to proceed with the olive oil solicitation as
scheduled with further discussion on limiting the product to one bottle per
household.

vi. FNS requested the Workgroup provide a written summary of the concern to
ensure FNS understands the problem when developing alternative proposals.

Post Meeting Addendum: On February 12, 2024, FNS provided the Workgroup
the following written summary of the issue and requested/encouraged feedback
by February 23, 2024. FNS did not receive any feedback from Workgroup
members.

vii. Issue: Workgroup members would like FDPIR programs to be able to provide
greater amounts of olive oil to larger households if sufficient supply is available.
Specifically, Workgroup members would like to remove the limit of 1 bottle of
olive oil per household for larger households.

IV. USDA DoD Fresh Program Updates

a. FNS provided an update on the DoD Workgroup meetings that occur each quarter to
address concerns about the quality, shipping, availability, and concerns with DoD Fresh
products.

b. This group has worked closely with AMS to oversee a pilot program to assess inspection
of these products before packing and at delivery.

c. Anincident reporting system is scheduled to be added to FFAVORS in April 2024. This
system was recently tested by the DoD Workgroup for functionality. Recorded
demonstrations will be made available and announced soon.

d. The FDPIR Fruit and Vegetable List is currently under review and a summary of
information provided to FNS by the DLA will be provided to the Workgroup. The goal will
be to amend the Guide Rate offerings to reflect current product availability.

V. FDPIR Produce Training Update
a. FNS provided an update on the Produce Training project in coordination with the
Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative (IFAl) and support from the NAFDPIR board to
review curriculum and evaluate the program.
b. A pilot training has been proposed for later in the fiscal year to allow sufficient time for
curriculum development.
c. FNS will provide regular updates on this training.
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VI. Workgroup Meeting Schedule
a. FNS facilitated a discussion on the meeting opportunities remaining for the fiscal year.
b. No decisions were made on dates for future virtual or in-person meetings.
c. FNSand the Workgroup will continue discussions to finalize the meeting schedule for
the remainder of the fiscal year.

VIIl. Meeting Adjourned



