TEXAS HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION

THOMAS M. SUEHS
EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONER

May 4, 2012

Mr. Dwight Crudup

Regional Director

United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Service

1100 Commerce Street, Rm 522

Dallas, Texas 75242-1005

Subject: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) - Request for Extension of
Waiver (#970057)

. The Texas Health and Human Services Commission requests an extension of the existing waiver
of section 6(0) of the Food Stamp Act as amended by section 824 of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Act (PRWORA) of 1996 (P.L. 104-193), for the following twenty-three
Texas counties: Cameron, Cass, Dickens, El Paso, Hidalgo, Houston, Jasper, Jefferson, Liberty,
Matagorda, Maverick, Morris, Newton, Orange, Presidio, Red River, Reeves, Sabine, San
Augustine, Starr, Tyler, Willacy, and Zavala. The current waiver expires September 30, 2012.

These twenty-three counties qualify as high unemployment areas under criteria specified in 7
CFR 273.24(f)(i), which allows the Secretary to approve state requests for exemption from work
requirements for individuals residing in areas with unemployment rates exceeding ten percent.
The extension request is for a one-year period beginning October 1, 2012, coinciding with the
federal fiscal year.

Attached is the most recent data on county unemployment rates from the United States
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics website. The waiver uses the employment data
from this time period and source. The method used is in compliance with the United States
Department of Agriculture memo FSP-SO-2004-14 dated May 7, 2004. Details are contained in
the attached standard-format waiver request.

In order to complete computer programming for these changes, a response 1s needed by July 1,

2012. Your consideration and prompt response is appreciated and will allow the state time to
complete the necessary automation changes.
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Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information. Cathy Rose,
SNAP Lead, serves as lead staff on this matter and can be reached by telephone at (512) 206-
4542 or by email at Cathy.Rose@hhsc.state.tx.us.

Sincerely,

//,ﬁ
-f /,-1,/{%/
Todd Bymes

Director for Eligibility Services Support

Attachment



10.

WAIVER REQUEST
Waiver serial number (if request is extension): 970057
Type of request: Extension
Primary regulation citation: 7 CFR 273.24(f)
Secondary regulation citation: N/A
State: Texas
Region: SWRO

Regulation Requirements: 7 CFR 273.24 provides that no able-bodied adult. shall be
eligible to participate in SNAP as a member of any household if, during a three-year
period, the individual received SNAP benefits for three or more months (consecutive or
otherwise), during which the individual did not work an average of 20 hours or more per
week; did not participate in and comply with the requirements of a work program for 20
hours or more per week; or did not participate in and comply with the requirements of a
program under section 20 or a comparable program established by the State.

It also provides that, upon request of a State agency, the Secretary may waive the
applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals in the State if the
Secretary makes a determination that the area in which the individuals reside has an
unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does not have a sufficient number of jobs to
provide employment for the individuals.

Proposed alternative procedures: Texas proposes to exempt from this requirement
individuals who reside in counties that have an unemployment rate in excess of 10
percent. Employment data obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics website at http://www.bls.gov/lau/home. htm#data (Attachment A) indicates that
the 23 counties listed in Attachment A had unemployment rates exceeding 10 percent
from February 1, 2011 through January 31, 2012. Each year the State plans to revise the
list of waiver counties with an annual effective date of October 1. The State may request
approval of a waiver for additional counties if circumstances warrant during the year.

Justification for request: This waiver is requested under 7 CFR 273.24(f). Approval of
this waiver would allow individuals who reside in areas with unemployment rates over 10
percent the opportunity to participate in SNAP without being required to meet program
work requirements that may not be attainable.

Anticipated impact on households and State agency operations: Approval of this
waiver would mitigate the adverse effects experienced by households in areas with high
unemployment rates by allowing them to continue to receive basic nutritional assistance
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January 2012

ABAWD ABAWD
County Recipients Households
Cameron 1,407 1,309
Cass 266 239
Dickens 14 13
El Paso 2,307 2,214
Hidalgo 2,697 2,507
Houston 8,883 8,570
Jasper 189 182
Jefferson 1,279 1,237
Liberty 261 248
Matagorda 222 208
Maverick 94 85
Morris 35 34
Newton 145 132
Orange 458 423
Presidio 12 12
Red River 19 18
Reeves 28 26
Sabine 69 64
San Augustine 71 67
Starr 263 237
Tyler 57 49
Willacy 171 167
Zavala 57 52
Total 19,004 18,093

Teotal Counties 23
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