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Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting 

Atendance  

I. Welcome and Attendance
a. FNS confirmed attendees and reviewed the agenda.

II. FDPIR Food Package Enhancements
a. Workgroup provided feedback on September 1 Guide Rate enhancements and noted

that they have been well received by participants. Concerns were expressed about
ongoing supply of new foods. FNS noted that they are working with AMS to ensure
there is sufficient supply.

Voting Members Voting Members 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X Vacant (MWR Nutritionist) 

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X Perry Martinez (SW VP) X 

Debbie Reyes – Gardipee (WR VP) X Connie Martinez (SWR) X 

AC Sanchez (WRR) Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 

Vacant (MP VP) Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) 

Blake Garrison (MPR) X 

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) X 

Non-Voting Attendees Non-Voting Attendees 

FNS HQ Support Staff 

Kiley Larson (Deputy Associate Administrator) Taher Arastu (Policy Division) 

Kristin Garcia (Food Safety and Nutrition) Samantha Prins (Policy Division) 

Tina Hanes (Food Safety and Nutrition) Shenique Bridges (Program Integrity) 

Lisa Mays (Food Safety and Nutrition) Kathy Staley (Program Integrity) 

Kati Burton (Food Safety and Nutrition) Blair Tucker-Gruchala (Program Integrity) 

Laura Castro (Operations Division)  Katie Clifford (Funding and Technology) 

Danielle Lyons (Operations Division) FNS RO Support Staff 

Christina Riley (Operations Division) Sabina Velasco (MPR FNS) 

Jaimie Griffin (Operations Division) Jessica Finn (MPR FNS) 

Amber Grigley (Operations Division) Holly Williams (SWR FNS) 

Rachel Schoenian (Policy Division) AMS Support Staff 

Polly Fairfield (Policy Division) Gwen Holcomb 
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b. FNS provided an update on the new foods: 
i. Olive oil: Recent natural disasters have negatively impacted global supply. USDA 

is moving forward with solicitation, but purchasing ability could be impacted 
due to competition from commercial market. 

ii. Low-Sodium Turkey deli: FNS is awaiting FY 24 funds to be allocated to submit 
orders for delivery to National Warehouses. To ensure successful procurement, 
FNS will align procurement schedule with other programs. 

iii. Vegetable stir-fry blend: FNS shared photos from a recent product evaluation. 
FNS is awaiting FY 24 funds to be allocated to submit orders for delivery to 
National Warehouses. To ensure successful procurement, FNS will align 
procurement schedule with other programs. 

c. FNS provided an overview of Phase 2 Guide Rate increases, which includes increasing 
the meat, poultry, and fish category from 5 to 6 units per person, per month and the 
vegetables category from 18 to 20 units per person, per month. FNS also clarified the 
addition of new foods is separate from other guide rate enhancements, and it may be 
possible to implement food category increases before new foods are ordered and 
available to issue. 

d. FNS acknowledged concerns about the Guide Rate increases on current 638 projects and 
is working on identifying solutions.  
  

III. USDA Foods Updates   
a. Buttery spread: FNS acknowledged shortfalls due to the approval status of the current 

vendor’s SAM registration. AMS is conducting market research to identify additional 
vendors to supply the product. Workgroup inquired about the impact of this shortfall on 
the availability of butter. FNS confirmed with the Workgroup that increased issuance of 
butter will be accounted for in future butter solicitations.  

b. Hominy: The vendor supplying hominy is back in “good status,” and the product is 
scheduled to be delivered to the National Warehouses in January. 

c. Walleye: No bids were received for the last solicitation. Orders have been sent to AMS, 
waiting on a successful purchase.  

d. Bison products: Both warehouses are currently out of stock of bison products, however, 
the next delivery is scheduled for late October.  

e. Ready to Eat (RTE) Cereal: FNS acknowledged challenges with purchasing cereal and 
informed the Workgroup about the new procurement process. AMS continues to work 
with vendors to identify the best method to procure cereal and will release a new 
solicitation in late October. 

f. Ham: This product was purchased early and will be available to order soon with no 
anticipated need to fair share.  

g. Dried cranberries and cherries: FNS purchased dried cranberries in FY 18 as a temporary 
replacement for raisins during an industry shortfall. Dried cherries were purchased in FY 
20 as a Section 32 bonus item and were not intended to be permanently included in the 
food package. The Workgroup expressed interest in making these items available 
permanently. FNS recommended the Workgroup discuss new foods during the annual 
in-person strategic planning meeting. 
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IV. FDPIR Produce Training    
a. FNS awarded a cooperative agreement to the Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative 

(IFAI) at the University of Arkansas to develop, pilot, and implement an FDPIR Produce 
Training, modeled after the USDA’s Produce Safety University (PSU). The purpose of the 
training is to provide FDPIR staff with the skills to safely receive, handle, store, and 
distribute fresh produce in FDPIR. A pilot training is planned for Spring 2024. 
  

V. Nutrition Sub-group Updates   
a. FNS met with the Nutrition Sub-group on 8/31/2023 to discuss nutrition education 

resources for the Guide Rate enhancements and the upcoming FDPIR Nutrition 
Education Symposium. 

b. The Nutrition Sub-group brainstormed session topics for the symposium and scheduled 
a planning meeting in early November, which includes members of the sub-group and 
Roxanna Newsome from NFNRA.  

c. The Workgroup recommended consolidating the annual NAFDPIR conference and the 
FDPIR Nutrition Education Symposium to limit travel burden to staff who would like to 
attend both.  

d. FNS requested the NAFDPIR board share the date and location for the next NAFDPIR 
annual meeting.  

e. The Workgroup expressed concern with the $5 limit per item for Nutrition Education 
Reinforcement Items (NERI) due to increasing prices. FNS clarified that in the past, 
allowable expense for nutrition education were aligned with SNAP-Ed Guidance, 
however, now that additional administrative funds for nutrition education are available, 
there is more flexibility. FNS requested the Regional Office to connect directly with 
Workgroup member for technical assistance.  
 

VI. FY 24 Strategic Planning Meeting (Date/Location TBD)   
a. FNS committed to discussing regional food packages and providing take rate data during 

the annual strategic planning meeting. 
b. FNS is committed to working with the Workgroup to host the Strategic Planning 

meeting. 
c. The Workgroup informed FNS that a nutritionist for the Midwest Region was selected to 

participate on the Workgroup. FNS will onboard the new Workgroup member in the 
coming weeks. FNS also acknowledged there is a vacancy for the Mountain Plains Vice 
President position. The Workgroup confirmed this vacancy and will provide an update 
on filling it soon.  
 

VII. Next meeting – To be determined 
a. FNS acknowledged the NAFDPIR Board’s request to consolidate the Workgroup meeting 

with the DoD Fresh Stakeholder meeting. FNS scheduled a meeting with the NAFDPIR 
Board to discuss this request and the cadence of future meetings. The next meeting is 
tentative until a meeting schedule is finalized.  

 




