
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
Food Package Review Work Group 

September 6, 2023 

Food and Nutrition Service | September 2023 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 

Attendance 

Voting Members Voting Members 

Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR 
President)  X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 

Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) Vacant (MWR Nutritionist) 

Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) Perry Martinez (SW VP) X 

Debbie Reyes – Gardipee (WR VP) X Connie Martinez (SWR) 

AC Sanchez (WRR) Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist)  
Savanah Elliott (WR Nutritionist) Proxy 

X 
X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 

Blake Garrison (MP VP) Brianna Dumas (CDC Nutritionist) 

Vacant (MPR) 

Mara Wack (MPR Nutritionist) 

Non-Voting Attendees Non-Voting Attendees 

FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff FNS HQ Support Staff 

Melissa Baker (WRO FNS)  Lisa Mays (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Devin Wilcox-Mccombs (WRO FNS) Kati Burton (Food Safety and Nutrition) 

Holly Williams (SWR FNS) Katie Treen (Funding and Technology) 

Katie Clifford (Funding and Technology) 

FNS Tribal Affairs Todd Griffith (Funding and Technology) 

Natalie Christopherson Christina Riley (Operations Division) 

Monika Lacka (SWR Specialist) Taher Arastu (Policy Division) 

Kathy Staley (Program Integrity) 

Blair Tucker-Gruchala (Program Integrity) 

Barbara Lopez (Program Integrity) 
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I. Welcome & Introductions 

a. FNS provided an overview of the agenda. 

 

II. NAFDPIR Debrief  

a. Workgroup members led an open discussion and collectively agreed that the conference 

was a positive experience. Requested FNS follow up on updated Civil Rights signage for 

facilities to maintain compliance. 

b. Workgroup expressed desire for future food package discussions to include where they 

would like to see the food package within the next 5-10 years as well as managing 

traditional foods (national distribution versus regional distribution). 

c. FNS provided an overview of the new USDA Foods Nutrition Education Resource Library 

online ordering process and delivery expectations. 

 

III. Food Package Enhancements  

a. Low-sodium turkey deli meat will be added to the food package in FY 2024. A taste test 

was provided during NAFDPIR and Workgroup members provided feedback.  

i. Overall, the product was well received by NAFDPIR attendees. 

b. FNS asked the Workgroup about the communication tools that were developed and 

delivered to provide FDPIR information about guide rate enhancement and new foods. 

i. Workgroup indicated that communications were sufficient and additional 

methods were used to increase communications including the NAFDPIR 

Facebook page. 

 

IV. Next Workgroup Meeting – October 26, 2023, at 3PM ET 

 


