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Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance 
 

Voting Members 
AC Sanchez (WRR) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 
Blake Garrison (MPR) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X Thunder Garcia (WR VP) X 
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist)  
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X 
Connie Martinez (SWR) X Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X 
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) X 
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) X Vacant (MWR Nutritionist)  
Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X TBD (SW VP) – Wayne Martinez (Proxy)  

 
  

FNS RO Nutritionists  FNS Support Staff  
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS)  Barbara Lopez X 
Julie Griffith (MPR FNS)  Blair Tucker-Gruchala X 
Katie Clifford (WR FNS) X Christina Riley X 
Vacant (SWR FNS)  Danielle Ziegler X 
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) X Elizabeth Dawson X 
  Erica Antonson X 
  Julie Skolmowski X 
AMS Support Staff  Kathy Staley  
Gwen Holcomb X Laura Castro X 

  Matthew Martin X 
  Michael Baker  
  Shenique Bridges X 
  Tracy Fox X 
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Discussion Items 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions  
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and provided an overview of the 

agenda. 
 

II. CARES Act Bonus Food Package 
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the CARES Act Food 

Package.  
i. Forty (40) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act Food Package: 

1. Twenty-seven (27) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES 
Act Food Package beginning January 1 

2. Eight (8) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act Food 
Package beginning February 1 

3. Five (5) ITO was approved to distribute the CARES Act Food 
Package beginning March 1.  

ii. FNS will continue to accept applications from ITOs to distribute the 
CARES Act Food Package through September 30, 2021. ITOs interested in 
distributing a CARES Act Food Package for May 1st must submit their 
application to the Regional Offices by April 10th.  
 

III. Update on FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Nutrition Sub-Group 
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the Nutrition Sub-Group 

and reviewed the upcoming activities they plan to accomplish. The Nutrition Sub-
Group will begin working on the following activities:  

i. Identifying existing nutrition education resources available via the FDPIR 
Sharing Gallery and promote resources developed and currently being used 
by ITOs. 

ii. Review list of potential new vegetables to add to the USDA DoD Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable list and provide a recommendation to the workgroup.  
 

IV. FDPIR Nutrition Paraprofessional Training Project and Nutrition Education 
Resources 

a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the FDPIR Nutrition Paraprofessional 
Training Project.  

i. FNS continues to remain the course and complete the initial purpose of the 
training project – to conduct four in-person nutrition training sessions. 
However, due to the pandemic, the in-person training sessions will be 
delayed until further notice. 

ii. FNS has engaged regional SNAP-Ed partners to catalog existing nutrition 
education resources that can be used in the FDPIR environment. FNS has 
also identified additional resources and programs through the CDC that will 
be shared with ITOs.  

iii. FNS has received cooking demo videos from the Midwest region featuring 
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FDPIR Foods. FNS has included these new resources in the FDPIR Sharing 
Gallery and will create additional tools to help ITOs pivot their existing 
nutrition education efforts or establish new ones. 

iv. Workgroup members expressed that not all ITOs have staff to dedicate to 
nutrition education and that resources that are already customized would be 
most helpful. 

v. Workgroup members recommended using existing systems such as 
AIS/IFMS to deliver nutrition messages to individuals.  

vi. FNS recommends virtual and written nutrition education resources and will 
continue to work with the Regional Offices and ITOs to create and 
disseminate this information.  
 

V. Egg Category Consolidation Overview and Vote 
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an overview of the egg category consolidation 

which includes: 
i. Combining the egg, bean, and peanut/peanut butter categories 

ii. Allowing participants to take up to 6 units of eggs, beans, and 
peanuts/peanut butter per person per month in the newly consolidated 
category 

iii. Establishing a maximum issuance of 2 dozen shell eggs (1 dozen equals 1 
unit) per person per month 

iv. Moving the fruit and nut mix to the fruit category because it is 75% fruit. 
v. Phasing out dried egg mix 

b. The majority of voting workgroup members did not vote in favor of consolidating 
the egg category and recommended the following considerations: 

i. Consolidate eggs with the meat category 
ii. Consolidate the beans with the peanut butter category and leave eggs as a 

single line item 
iii. Do not phase out the dried egg mix and keep both egg options for all ITOs 

c. FNS welcomed the workgroup to submit their recommendations in writing for 
consideration.  
 

VI. Ham Update 
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of procuring ham.  

i. FNS is working closely with AMS to identify the best time to release the 
solicitation to purchase ham. AMS has been in communication with the 
vendors to identify a purchase plan and new vendors. A solicitation will be 
released very soon. 

ii. FNS cannot guarantee bids will be received until the solicitation is released 
and the vendors respond. Until then, FNS will continue to provide the 
workgroup with updates as more information is received.  

*Note: Solicitation to purchase pit ham was released on March 31, 2021.  
 

VII. Next Meeting 



Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
Food Package Review Work Group 

March 23, 2021 

Page 4 

 

 

a. The next FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup meeting is scheduled for May 
2021. Note: FNS has pushed the meeting back to June 2021 to account for 
graduations/holidays. 

b. If NAFDPIR plans to offer a virtual annual conference this summer, FNS will 
attend the meeting and adjust the regularly scheduled workgroup meeting 
accordingly.  

 
VIII. Meeting Adjourned  


