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Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes

Attendance
Voting Members
AC Sanchez (WRR) X | Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X
Blake Garrison (MPR) X | Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) Thunder Garcia (WR VP) X
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X | Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X
Connie Martinez (SWR) X | Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X
Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X | Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X | Perry Martinez (SWR VP) X
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)
FNS RO Nutritionists FNS Support Staff
Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS) X | Barbara Lopez X
Kacie O’Brien (WRO FNS) Blair Tucker-Gruchala X
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) Christina Riley X
Julie Griffith (MPR FNYS) X | Danielle Ziegler
Katie Clifford (WR FNS) X | Elizabeth Dawson X
Vacant (SWR FNS) Erica Antonson X
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) Isaac Scott X
Julie Skolmowski X
AMS Support Staff Kathy Staley X
Gwen Holcomb X | Laura Castro X
Matthew Martin X
Michael Baker
Shenique Bridges X
Tracy Fox X
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Discussion Items

I. Welcome & Introductions
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and provided an overview of the

agenda and handout.

II. CARES Act Bonus Food Package

a.

Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the CARES Act Food
Package.
i. Forty-two (42) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act Food
Package.

ii. FNS will continue to accept applications from ITOs to distribute the
CARES Act Food Package through September 30, 2021. ITOs interested in
distributing a CARES Act Food Package for August 1% must submit their
application to the Regional Office by July 10™.

III.USDA Foods — USDA DoD Fresh

a.

b.

Workgroup facilitator provided background information on FNS’s plan to add new
items to the USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.

FNS provided workgroup with the Nutrition Sub-group’s recommendation to add
iceberg lettuce, spinach, red peppers, and jalapefio peppers to the FDPIR Guide
Rate based on feedback received from FDPIR Program Directors and program
recipients.

Workgroup members voted in support of adding iceberg lettuce, spinach, red
peppers, and jalapefio peppers to the FDPIR Guide Rate for the September 2021
AIS/IFMS release. (see attachment A — Voting Tally Results)

IV.USDA Foods — Frozen Strawberries

a.

Workgroup facilitator provided background information on the request to add
frozen strawberries that were made available to FDPIR through Trade Mitigation to
the FDPIR Guide Rate.

Workgroup members expressed interest in adding frozen strawberries in the
existing pack size (2.5 lb. bag), however, would prefer if AMS can find vendors to
supply the product in a smaller pack size.

Workgroup members also requested to reduce the number of units all frozen fruits
and vegetables account for to encourage participants to take the items. The 2.5 1b.
bags of frozen blueberries and peas account for 3 units each and the workgroup
would like for them to account for 2 units.

Workgroup facilitator provided rationale for the number of units the frozen fruits
and vegetables account for and informed the workgroup that FNS will internally
discuss the workgroup’s request to reduce the number of units.

AMS will conduct market research to determine if frozen strawberries are available
for purchase consistently and will provide an update on the market research to
procure smaller pack sizes for frozen 2fmits and vegetables.
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V. USDA Foods — Potential Bonus Items
a. Workgroup facilitator discussed FNS’s plans to purchase shelf-stable diced peaches
packed in individual cups through Section 32 (bonus).
b. Workgroup members expressed interest in receiving this item as a bonus through
the fair share process.

VI. Next Meeting
a. The next FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup meeting is scheduled for
August/September 2021.

VII. Meeting Adjourned
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