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Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Food Package Review Workgroup 

Meeting Date: January 27, 2021 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendance 

 

Voting Members 

AC Sanchez (WRR) X Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X 

Blake Garrison (MPR) X Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X 

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist)  Thunder Garcia (WR VP) X 

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X 

Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist)  Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary)  

Connie Martinez (SWR)  Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X 

Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  

Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) X Vacant (MWR Nutritionist)  

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  TBD (SW VP) – Wayne Martinez (Proxy) X 

 

  

FNS RO Nutritionists  FNS Support Staff  

Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X Barbara Lopez X 

Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X Blair Tucker-Gruchala X 

Katie Clifford (WR FNS) X Christina Riley X 

Vacant (SWR FNS)  Danielle Ziegler X 

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) X Elizabeth Dawson X 

  Erica Antonson X 

  Julie Skolmowski X 

  Kathy Staley X 

  Laura Castro X 

  Matthew Martin X 

  Michael Baker  

  Shenique Bridges X 

  Tracy Fox X 
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Discussion Items 

 

I. Welcome & Introductions  

a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and provided an overview of the 

workgroup structure and the status of the current membership. 

 

II. CARES Act Bonus Food Package 

a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the CARES Act Food Package.  

i. Thirty-six (36) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act Food Package: 

1. Twenty-seven (27) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act 

Food Package beginning January 1 

2. Eight (8) ITOs were approved to distribute the CARES Act Food Package 

beginning February 1 

3. One (1) ITO was approved to distribute the CARES Act Food Package 

beginning March 1.  

ii. FNS will continue to accept applications from ITOs to distribute the CARES Act 

Food Package through September 30, 2021 

iii. FNS informed the workgroup that administrative funds are available to purchase 

infrastructure including freezers and coolers to support distribution of the CARES 

Act Food Package.  

iv. FNS Regional Offices will continue to conduct outreach to ITOs and State 

agencies that have not applied to distribute the CARES Act Food Package and 

encourage their participation.  

v. FNS will provide the workgroup the list of ITOs and State agencies approved to 

distributed the CARES Act Food Package. 

 

III. Update on FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Nutrition Sub-Group 

a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the Nutrition Sub-Group and 

reviewed the specific activities they plan to accomplish during FY 21. The Nutrition Sub-

Group will work on the following activities:  

i. Review frozen fruit and vegetable pack sizes to examine the rationale for the 

number of units canned and frozen fruit and vegetables account for. Members will 

also identify an optimal guide rate for fruits and vegetables to reduce confusion 

and better align it with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.   

ii. Update the egg category consolidation proposal to include the workgroup’s 

request to increase the limit of shell eggs from 1 unit to 2 units. 

iii. Consider new foods for the food package by reviewing the existing list of foods 

that have been proposed by the workgroup and developing criteria to assist in 

evaluating which foods remain on the list for consideration post-COVID-19.  

iv. Review list of potential new vegetables to add to the USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetable list and provide a recommendation to the workgroup.  

 

IV. Egg Category Consolidation Proposal  

a. Workgroup was informed that the egg category consolidation proposal would be updated 
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for the workgroup to vote on during the March 2021 meeting.  

b. Workgroup members expressed concern with the proposal to permanently replace dried 

egg mix with shell eggs due to the impact of the pandemic and households that have 

limited storage space.  

c. FNS agreed to consider the workgroup’s request to keep the dried egg mix and will 

provide an update during the next meeting.  

 

V. Meeting Adjourned  


