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Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Food Package Review Workgroup Meeting Minutes

Attendance
Voting Members
AC Sanchez (WRR) X | Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)
Blake Garrison (MPR) X | Janell Conway (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X | Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) X | Thunder Garcia (WR VP) X
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X
Connie Martinez (SWR) X | Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X
Dorothy Bell (MWR Nutritionist) X | Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) X
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X | Perry Martinez (SWR VP) X
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) X | Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)
Brianna Dumas (proxy)
FNS RO Nutritionists/Program Staff FNS Support Staff
Chris Hennelly (SWR FNS) X | Barbara Lopez X
Kristie Hubbard (WRO FNS) X | Blair Tucker-Gruchala X
Kacie O’Brien (WRO FNS) Christina Riley X
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X | Danielle Ziegler X
Julie Griffith (MPR FNS) X | Elizabeth Dawson X
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) X | Erica Antonson X
Isaac Scott X
AMS Support Staff Julie Skolmowski X
Gwen Holcomb X | Kathy Staley X
Katie Clifford X
Laura Castro X
Michael Baker
Shenique Bridges X
Tracy Fox X
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Discussion Items

I. Welcome & Introductions
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and provided an overview of the
agenda.

II. CARES Act Food Package
a. Workgroup facilitator provided an update on the status of the CARES Act Food
Package.
i. Forty-three (43) ITOs are approved to distribute the CARES Act Food

Package through September 30, 2021.

ii. FNS is exploring with policy officials if the period of time the CARES Act
Food Package can be issued can be extended. FNS will notify ITOs when
additional information is available.

iii. A workgroup member inquired if the quantity of food and the specific items
that can be offered will change. FNS agreed to consider that once a decision
has been made to extend the CARES Act Food Package.

II1. September 2021 Guide Rate Update — New Produce Items

a. AlS release 09.2021 was made available for download on August 25. This release
includes the four new produce items: red peppers, iceberg lettuce, spinach, and
jalapefio peppers.

b. All items are available year-round except red peppers. The red peppers are seasonal
and most likely to be available May — September. Product information sheets have
been developed for produce items and were sent out to the Regional Offices;
Regional Offices were to pass along the information to ITOs. Sheets can also be
found on the FNS public website, in the FDPIR Sharing Gallery.

c. Produce vendors and DLA representatives are aware of these new items and
workgroup members were encouraged to contact them if they are interested in
ordering the new items.

IV.USDA Foods — USDA DoD Fresh

a. A few workgroup members expressed concern with certain produce items not being
available in the catalogs to order.

b. FNS informed the workgroup that all produce has to be of domestic origin and must
be fair and reasonably priced. Additionally, certain items in the catalog are seasonal
and are only available during specific times of the year.

c. Workgroup members expressed concern with disparities between SNAP and FDPIR
citing there are no limits to the origin of produce able to be purchased in SNAP.
FNS informed the workgroup that perregulation, all USDA Foods must be of
domestic origin.

d. FNS requested that workgroup members provide more detailed information on the
types of produce items that have not been available to order in the last two weeks as
a follow up to this meeting.
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V. USDA Foods
a. Bonus — Shelf-Stable Peach Cups
1. FNS purchased shelf-stable peach cups as a bonus item. This item comes 4
cups per sleeve — each cup is 4 oz and is scheduled for delivery in mid-
Decmeber. Fair share information will be forthcoming.

b. Frozen fruits and vegetables — update on smaller pack sizes
i. USDA is close to being able to release a solicitation for 1 Ib. frozen peas
and blueberries but is cautiously optimistic due to disruptions in the food
suppy chain across the nation.

ii. FNS would like for ITOs to encourage FDPIR participants to take the
current inventory of 2.5 Ib frozen peas and blueberries to allow a quick and
smooth transition to the smaller pack size when it becomes available.

iii. Workgroup members would like FNS to round down and reduce the number
of units the 2.5 1b. bags of peas and blueberries account for. They currently
account for 3 units each; workgroup members requested that they account
for 2 units each instead.

iv. FNS informed the workgroup that The next opportunity to make this
change would be in December when AIS receives its next update.

v. FNS agreed to discuss this request internally and provide the workgroup an
update at the next meeting.

¢. Dried Eggs/Shell Eggs
i. FNS informed the workgroup that the dried egg mix will no longer be
phased out and will be available for distribution at all ITOs.
ii. FNS is currently assessing inventory of the dried egg mix and will aim to
implement this change in October/November 2021.

d. Pit ham
i. USDA was able to successfully procure pit ham and it is available in the
National Warehouses. FNS will release fair share information to begin
distribution in the coming weeks.

e. Recurring Food List
1. Workgroup members would like to review the list of items that have been
proposed to add to the food package. FNS will discuss this list and potential
next steps during the strategic planning meeting in November.

VI. Updating the Workgroup Charter
a. Workgroup members expressed interest to update the FDPIR Food Package Review
workgroup Charter.
b. FNS asked workgroup members to provide feedback on how they would like to
accomplish this task.

—c.Workgroup members agreed that fhgy would review the charter (FDPIR Food
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Package Review Work Group — Goals, Structure, and Review Process) and discuss
next steps during the strategic planning meeting in November.

VILI. Plan for strategic Planning Meeting

a. FNS informed the workgroup that USDAs travel restrictions are still in place due to
the ongoing pandemic and FNS staff will not be able to host an in-person meeting
this year.

b. FNS requested feedback from the workgroup on how they would like to conduct the
strategic planning meeting.

c. Workgroup members expressed interest in hosting the meeting across two days,
four hours each day.

d. FNS will gather information on the workgroup’s availability prior to scheduling the
strategic planning meeting.

VIII. Meeting Adjourned
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