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Meeting Date: November 4, 2020
Meeting Minutes

Attendance
Voting Members

AC Sanchez (WR VP) X | Janell Walker (HQ FNS Nutritionist) X

Blake Garrison (MPR) X | Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X

Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) X | Lorraine Davis (WR)

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X

Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) X | Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X

Connie Martinez (SWR) X | Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President)| X

Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X | Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)

Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nuitritionist) Scott Kruger (MWR Nutritionist) X

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X | TBD (SW VP)

Non-Voting Members FNS Support Staff

Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) X | Blair Tucker-Gruchala X

Katie Clifford (WR FNS) X | Christina Riley X

Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) X | Danielle Ziegler

Richard Burley (SWR FNS) X | Elizabeth Dawson X

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) X | Erica Antonson X
Julie Skolmowski X
Kathy Staley X
Laura Castro X
Matthew Martin X
Michael Baker X
Shenique Bridges X
Tracy Fox X
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I. Welcome & Introductions
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members and briefly reviewed the purpose of the
meeting: to discuss the CARES Act food package and address feedback received since the
last meeting on October 22, 2020.

I1I. Feedback from Workgroup Members Regarding the Proposed Bonus Food Package
a. Workgroup members provided feedback received from their respective regions on the bonus
food package proposal. A summary of the feedback is organized by topics of discussion
below:

1. Nutritional Composition: concerns were raised about the nutritional quality and
quantity of the bonus food package, in particular, the flexibility to offer cheese,
juice, and eggs and if it aligns with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.
Additional feedback was addressed about how the amount of food offered for the
bonus food package was calculated and if it would be enough for families that are
spending more time at home than before.

ii. Logistics, Transportation, and General Administration: concerns and questions were
raised about limited storage capacity, transportation challenges — ensuring more
deliveries would be available to support increased demand, the application process,
proposed data tracking processes, and anticipated record-keeping challenges.

ii. Differences in Bonus Food Packages across Programs: concerns were raised about
the challenges of allowing different bonus food packages across programs and
participants being concerned about the bonus food packages not being equal.
Clarification was requested as to whether a program could pre-pack their own
boxes similar to the Farmers to Families Food Box Program.

iv. Offering Other Types of Items in Bonus Packages: discussion focused on whether
additional items that are currently not offered in FDPIR like spices and yeast could
be offered as part of the bonus food package program.

v. Staffing Challenges: given the pandemic, members highlighted the challenges posed
with high turnover among staff, increased workload, and altered food distribution
schedules due to staff needing to quarantine, making it difficult to administer the
new bonus food package.

III. Response to Questions and Concerns Raised

a. FNS addressed workgroup members’ feedback during the discussion described above.

b. FNS concluded the discussion by reminding the workgroup that the bonus food package
was designed to offer flexibility to account for the differences in program operations and
minor limitations to assist in managing inventory levels and promoting nutritional balance
across foods offered. Workgroup members were reminded that ITOs/SAs are not required to
participant in the bonus food package, but if they are interested, they can select the items
they would like to offer up to the established limit. FNS also reminded
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the workgroup that tracking distribution of the bonus food package is required.

IV. Voting on Proposed Bonus Food Package and Next Ste ps
a. Voting members voted unanimously to approve the CARES Act Food Package as
proposed by FNS. FNS will proceed with implementation efforts and update the
workgroup.

V.Strategic Planning Meeting
a. The FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup Strategic Planning Meeting is scheduled for
November 9 — 10 and November 16 — 17 from 2:00 — 4:30 pm ET each day.

VI. Meeting Adjourned
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