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Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Food Package Review Workgroup 
Meeting Date: July 27, 2020 
Meeting Minutes  
 
Attendance 
 

Voting Members 
Benita Lewis (WR VP) (AC Sanchez) x Janell Walker (HQ FNS Nutritionist) x 
Blake Garrison (MPR) x Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) x 
Carla Patterson (WR Nutritionist) x Lorraine Davis (WR)  
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP)  Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) x 
Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) x Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary)  
Connie Martinez (SWR) x Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) x 
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) x Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) x 
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist)  Scott Kruger (MWR Nutritionist)  
Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  TBD (SW VP)   

 
  

Non-Voting Members  FNS Support Staff  
Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) x Blair Tucker-Gruchala x 
Katie Clifford (WR FNS) x Christina Riley x 
Gina O’Brian (MPR FNS) x Danielle Ziegler x 
Richard Burley (SWR FNS) x Elizabeth Dawson x 
Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) x Erica Antonson  

  Kathy Staley x 
  Matthew Martin x 
  Michael Baker  
  Shenique Bridges x 
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Discussion Items 
 

I. Welcome & Introductions  
a. Workgroup facilitator welcomed all members. Workgroup members received the agenda 

and handout to review in the meeting invite: FDPIR Food Package Review Workgroup 
Meeting Agenda and CARES Act Bonus Food Package Handout. 

II. FDPIR CARES Act Bonus Food Package 
a. Background and Logistics: A summary of the FDPIR CARES Act Bonus Food Package 

was provided, which included: 
i. An overview of the funding and how it would be spent; 

ii. An overview of how FNS determined which foods to include in the bonus food 
package; 

iii. A list of all of the foods included in the temporary bonus food package; 
iv. An overview of how and when the program will be implemented. 

b. Discussion and Feedback: Workgroup members asked questions and shared feedback 
on the bonus food package. 

i. Bonus food package substitutions – workgroup members wanted to discuss if 
substitutions could be made for items in the bonus food package. FNS informed 
the workgroup that the bonus food package is a standard food package and 
substitutions cannot be made.  

ii. Procuring bison – workgroup members were interested in knowing if there 
would be any challenges procuring bison and noted that participants do not like 
the 2 pound package and they prefer the 1 pound package. FNS informed the 
workgroup that there is sufficient inventory of the 1 pound bison currently, they 
did not anticipate challenges with procuring additional quantities, and that the 1 
pound package size would be used in the bonus food package. 

iii. AIS and reporting – workgroup members discussed how the bonus food package 
would affect AIS and reporting. FNS informed the workgroup that the bonus food 
package would not be ‘programmed or coded’ into AIS, but ITOs would be asked 
to track issuance using the FNS-152. 

iv. USDA DoD Fresh Fruits and Vegetables – workgroup members discussed their 
concerns about the availability of fresh fruits and vegetables in the USDA DoD 
Fresh catalogs and expressed interest in getting other fresh fruits and vegetables 
that are not currently included in Exhibit O. FNS informed the workgroup that in 
order to implement the FDPIR CARES Act Bonus Food Package by October 1, and 
ensure regular  FDPIR is not compromised, we need to offer USDA Foods and USDA 
DoD Fresh fruits and vegetables that we have access to now and that we can procure 
throughout the duration of the bonus food package (up to 8 months).  

v. Nutrition Education – workgroup members discussed the possibility of FNS 
providing nutrition education on how to preserve fresh fruits and vegetables. FNS 
informed the workgroup that additional information about the bonus food package 
will be provided to help sites prepare for implementation. FNS Regional Offices 
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are also available to provide additional technical assistance as necessary. FNS 
plans to discuss nutrition education at the next strategic planning meeting.   

vi. Trade mitigation foods – workgroup members discussed the possibility of 
including Trade Mitigation items in the bonus food package as participants want 
additional food outside of what is included in the FDPIR food package. FNS 
informed the workgroup that FDPIR will receive Trade Mitigation foods in Phase 
IV and that those items will be provided in addition to the bonus food package.  

vii. Frozen blueberries and peas – workgroup members discussed the package size 
of the frozen blueberries and peas and indicated that participants do not take them 
because they take up 3 units in each category and the pack size is too large for 
smaller households. Workgroup members recommended including the frozen 
blueberries and peas in the bonus food package because it is above the guide rate 
and participants will be more likely to take them as a bonus instead of their 
regular monthly offering. The workgroup came to a consensus and recommended 
that FNS reduce the amount of USDA DoD Fresh fruits and vegetables to 3 units 
each to accommodate the frozen blueberries and peas in the bonus food package. 
Workgroup members also asked if FNS could procure smaller pack sizes. FNS 
informed the workgroup that they would determine if it is feasible to add the 
frozen blueberries and peas to the bonus food package.  The discussion related to 
the package sizes for these products will be included on the agenda for the next 
Workgroup meeting. 

viii. Single-serve fruit cups – workgroup members asked FNS to check into single-
serve fruit including peaches and pears for families that have kids at home. The 
workgroup indicated that these items do not use freezer or cooler space and would 
be well-received like the applesauce cups. FNS informed the workgroup that it 
was important to focus on existing items in the food package to ensure timely 
implementation of the bonus food package.  FNS will include this item on the 
agenda for a future meeting.    

ix. CARES Act Equipment and Infrastructure Grants – workgroup members 
discussed the equipment and infrastructure grants and encouraged sites that do not 
have enough cooler or freezer space to store food for the bonus food package to 
apply for funding.  

III. FY2020 Workgroup Schedule 
a. Next Meeting – FNS informed the workgroup that an email will be sent with potential 

dates for the next meeting for some time in August/September. FNS also informed the 
workgroup that the strategic planning meeting would also be scheduled for some time in 
October/November 

IV. Meeting Adjourned  


