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CEP Overview
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2010: Established by Congress through the Healthy
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010

SY 2011-2012: Phased in implementation in pilot States

SY 2022-2023:
19.9 million students in 40,235 schools participated
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CEP Benefits

Students Households Schools

e Decreased hunger e No application e Decreased
e Reduced social * No meal charges administrative

stigma * Stretches household burden :
* Positive impacts on food budgets * Streamlined meal

student’s diet * Improves household service
quality & academic food security * No school meal debt
performance
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School districts, groups of schools, or individual schools may
participate if they meet eligibility requirements

Participating schools must offer breakfast and lunch at no
cost to all enrolled students

Each CEP cycle lasts for up to four consecutive school years

After four years, eligible schools can begin a new CEP cycle;
ineligible schools may qualify for a grace year

Interested school districts must notify their State agency by
June 30 of the prior school year
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Eligibility for CEP is based on having an identified student
percentage (ISP) of = 25 percent as of April 1:

* Identified Students:
o Children who participate in SNAP, TANF, FDPIR and
Medicaid in demo states (free meals only)
o Homeless, runaway, migrant, and foster children; Head
Start Enrollee

* Enrolled Students:
o Students enrolled in and attending CEP schools
o Access to at least one meal service daily
(breakfast or lunch)
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_ # Identified Students
ISP =
# Enrolled Students

Identified Enrolled Total Multiply
Students Students x 100

Example : 420 = 0.5476 «x 100 = 54.76%

*LEAs cannot round up to meet the minimum ISP; an ISP of 24.98% does
NOT meet the minimum threshold of 25% to elect CEP

~-
(UN]DLY CH§LD
— United States Department of Agriculture N U T R T I O N

PROGRAMS




USDA

= |
United States Department of Agriculture

Individual School

e Allows districts to try out CEP

Group (or Groups) of Schools

e Provides flexibility to add in schools to avoid parent
confusion

e Brings schools with lower ISPs into CEP

District-Wide

e Operationally efficient
e Easier for parent acceptability
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Identified
Students
School 1 50%

School 2 24%

School 3 75%

Group of Schools 55.71 %

Total identified students for group (234)
Total enroliment for group (420)
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 Multiplier=1.6
* ISP x Multiplier = % of meals claimed at Federal free rate

 Remaining meals claimed at Federal paid rate

Multiplier % Free % Paid

Example 1

Example 2
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* Ensuring financial viability is key when electing CEP
* Federal-local cost sharing
* Estimator tool to help project Federal funding under CEP:

o https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-
provision-resource-center
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center

Nonprofit school food service account funds, including:
* Federal reimbursement and other assistance under the
National School Lunch Act and Child Nutrition Act
* Unused reimbursement from the Summer Food Service Program
and Child and Adult Care Food Program

* Non-Federal funds, including:
* Any portion of State revenue matching funds that
exceeds the minimum requirement established in 7 CFR Part
210.17;
State and/or local funds;
Cash donations; and
In-kind contribution funds from outside sources, such as
volunteer services.
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 No data from applications
e Title |l information

 Alternate income forms

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center

CEP Timeline
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All LEAs operating CEP must conduct data matching
between SNAP and student enrollment records at least
once annually

More frequent matches are encouraged

The ISP must be established based on data as of April 1 of
the school year prior to CEP election
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* By April 15, States notify LEAs of their district-wide CEP eligibility

* Notification must include:
Eligible districts (ISP > 25 percent)
Near-eligible districts (15 percent < ISP < 25 percent)
Districts eligible for a “grace year”
(15 percent < ISP < 25 percent in the 4th year of the CEP cycle)
Currently participating districts
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* By April 15, LEAs provide school-level CEP eligibility information to
States

* Notification must include:
Eligible schools (ISP > 25 percent)
Near-eligible schools (15 percent < ISP < 25 percent)
Schools eligible for a “grace year”
(15 percent < ISP < 25 percent in the 4th year of the CEP cycle)

Currently participating schools
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* By May 1, State agencies
must publish eligibility lists
on the State agency website

States must submit link to
FNS via email
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* By June 30, eligible LEAs
must decide whether to
elect CEP

If electing CEP, LEAs must

submit ISP data
representative of April 1

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision-resource-center

FNS Resources
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SP 08-2024: Planning and Implementation Guidance -
Updated

SP 09-2024: Guidance and Updated Q&As

SP 10-2024: Statutory Annual Notification and Publication
Requirements and School Year 2024-2025 Election Deadline

SP 11-2024: State Agency Procedures to Ensure Identified
Student Percentage Accuracy

Community Eligibility Provision Fact Sheet
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CEP Resource Center:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision

Estimator Tool
CEP Memos
CEP Data
Webinars

School Programs Policy:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/policy/all

State Agency Resources:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/program-contacts
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/community-eligibility-provision
http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/policy/all
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/program-contacts

Questions & Answers
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