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Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 Food Package Review Work Group  

Meeting Dates:  August 20, 2018 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Member Attendance 

 

Voting Members 

Benita Lewis (WR VP) x Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) x 

Brenna VanDalsen (WR Nutritionist) x Jerry Tonubbee (SW VP) x 

Carmen Robertson (SWR Nutritionist) x Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) x 

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR) x Julie Skolmowski (HQ FNS Nutritionist) x 

Connie Martinez (SWR) x Lorraine Davis (WR)  

Darren Webb (MWR)  Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) x 

Fi Davis (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) x 

Gloria Goodwin (MWR Nutritionist) x Mary Greene-Trottier (MPR VP) x 

Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) x Tod Robertson (NAFDPIR President)  

 

Non-Voting Members  Support Staff  

Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) x Laura Castro x 

Jessica Creed-Capsel (MPR FNS) x Janice Fitzgerald x 

Richard Burley (SWR FNS)  Blair Tucker-Gruchala x 

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS) x Mike Baker x 

  Hunjin Lee x 

  Janell Walker x 

  Linda Munday x 

  Erica Antonson x 

  Christina Riley x 

 

 

Discussion Items 

 

I. Introductions & New Members 

a. The Work Group welcomed new member Brenna VanDalsen.  Ms. VanDalsen will be 

representing Western Region in the role of a nutritionist. 

 

II. Update on AIS 

a. FNS shared that Doug Friesen has retired.  For the short-term, those who need support  

for the Automated Inventory System (AIS) should submit help desk tickets through the 

Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) service desk.  For assistance with 
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AIS, all users should contact wbscm.servicedesk@caci.com or call (877) 927-2648.  

FNS also shared that the WBSCM contractor is bringing on a staff member to provide 

dedicated support for AIS. 

 

 

III. USDA Foods Updates 

a. Bison:  Feedback on Guide Rate Change 

 Effective July 1, 2018, the limit on bison was removed.  Participants may select up 

to 3 units of bison within the meat category.  Each unit is equal to 2 lbs. of bison.  

Work Group members shared that since July 1, 2018, they have noticed an uptake 

in bison among some of their participants.  Several Work Group members shared 

that about one-third of their caseloads take the maximum amount of bison allowed 

(3 units).  Overall, the feedback received on this change was positive. 

 A work group member asked if bison distributed by a local food bank came from 

the FDPIR program.  FNS stated that it recently had bison in the national multifood 

warehouses that was too close to its best of used by date to be distributed to FDPIR 

participants.  Any food item for FDPIR in the national mulitfood warehouse that is 

2 months or less from its best of used by date is removed from ordering and 

distribution as part of the FDPIR benefit package.  FNS ensures that all participants 

receive food within its peak quality date and does not permit programs to provide 

food to recipients with less than one month before the best of used by date.  When 

a product at the national multifood warehouse is within 2 months of its best of used 

by date,  FNS follows standard food distribution practice of redonating the item as 

a non-USDA food to local food banks that can quickly provide the product to those 

in need.  Work group members shared their concern with this process and stated 

they preferred this particular product be distributed to FDPIR participants.  Work 

group members also stated that the previous bison limit likely contributed to the 

product reaching its best of used by date and had raised this as a concern in past 

meetings while requesting for FNS to consider removing the bison limit earlier in 

the fiscal year.  Follow-up conversations on this topic are currently being planned. 

b. Wild Salmon 

 FNS released the 4th and final round of wild salmon fair shares for fiscal year (FY) 

2018.  The fair shares run from 08/06 through 09/14.  The salmon is being 

provided by the same vendor, Ocean Beauty.   The product is also being shipped in 

40/1LB units per case.  The distribution is 1 lb. = 1 unit. 

 The solicitation to procure wild salmon for FY 2019 was also released in early 

August 2018 by our procurement partner, the Agricultural Marketing Service 

(AMS).  Bids were due to AMS who, in turn, will advise FNS on any awards made 

once they are finalized. 

c. Catfish 

 Catfish has arrived at the national warehouses.  FNS will offer the first round of 

fair shared in September after completing the 4th offering of wild salmon.  Enough 

catfish has been purchased to offer at least two-rounds of catfish fair shares. 

mailto:wbscm.servicedesk@caci.com
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d. Cream of Mushroom Soup 

 The new condensed cream of mushroom soup has arrived at both national 

warehouses.  FNS is currently buiding up inventories and will be receiving 

additional cream of mushroom soup throughout the coming months. All users 

should ensure they have the most recent version of AIS in order to distribute the 

new product.   Any old 12-carton pack cream of mushroom soup left over can be 

transferred out (re-donated) as a non-USDA food item to a local food bank or 

pantry.  The vendor for this first purchase of the new cream of mushroom soup is 

Cambell’s. 

 

IV. Shell-Egg Expansion  

a. The Shell Egg pilot invitation letter were sent out to eighteen (18) tribes during the 

week of August 20, 2018. The 18 ITOs were selected based on the USDA DoD Fresh 

produce vendor, on-hand local inventory of powdered egg mix, and the impact on the 

inventory of powdered eggs at both national warehouses. The shell eggs will be added 

to select catalogs on 10/21/18 for delivery to begin on October 29, 2018. As a reminder, 

only ITOs authorized by FNS are able to order and receive the shell eggs for 

distribution. The shell eggs will replace the powdered egg mix; participating ITOs 

should not be issuing both items. 

 

V. Next Meeting:  November 2018 Face-to-Face 

a. The dates for the next meeting will be November 14 – 15, 2018.  The meeting will be 

in-person and held at a selected hotel with meeting space in the surrounding 

Alexandria, VA area. 

b. FNS will provide meeting location details, including hotel room reservations, as soon 

as the meeting space is finalized. 

 

VI. Meeting Adjourned 

 

Summary of Action Items 

1. ACTION ITEM:  FNS will share meeting information in preparation for the next face-

to-face meeting scheduled for November 14 – 15, 2018 in Alexandria, VA. 


