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Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 Food Package Review Work Group

Meeting Dates: June 12, 2018
Meeting Minutes

Member Attendance

\VVoting Members

Benita Lewis (WR VP) X | Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer) X
Brandon Bristol (MWR Nutritionist) Jerry Tonubbee (SW VP) X
Brenna VanDalsen (WR Nutritionist) Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) X
Carmen Robertson (SWR Nutritionist) X | Julie Skolmowski (HQ FNS Nutritionist) | X
Charles "Red" Gates (MPR) X | Lorraine Davis (WR) X
Connie Martinez (SWR) Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist) X
Fi Davis (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian) Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) X
Gloria Goodwin (MWR) X | Mary Greene-Trottier (MPR VP) X
Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist) X | Tod Robertson (NAFDPIR President)
Non-Voting Members Support Staff

Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) x | Laura Castro X
Amy Swartz (WR FNS) Janice Fitzgerald X
Jessica Creed-Capsel (MPR FNS) Blair Tucker-Gruchala X

Matthew Martin (HQ FNS)

Richard Burley (SWR FNS)

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)

Discussion ltems

I. New Members

a. The following are confirmed new members to the Work Group:
= Brenna VanDalsen, representing Western Region as a nutritionist.
= Darren Webb, representing Midwest Region as a program representative (confirmed

by follow-up email).

= Peggi Bazant, representing Midwest Region as a nutritionist (confirmed by follow-

up email).

I1.  USDA Foods Updates

a. Bison: A reminder was shared of the upcoming bison guide rate change. Effective July
1, 2018, and for at least the next 6 months, participants may select up to 3 units of bison
per person per month. FNS will continue to monitor bison inventory and costs

Page 1



USDA

/—
sl United States Department of Agriculture

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)

Food Package Review Work Group

June 12, 2018

associated with the change. FNS will also confirm shelf-life and Best-1f-Used-By dates
for the product and share with the Work Group members.

b. Wild Salmon: For FY 2018, there will be a total of four offerings of wild salmon; three
of those distributions have already been completed. The fourth and final offering of
wild salmon will be scheduled during the summer. Work Group members asked about
adding wild salmon as a permanent food item. This option will be discussed at the next
face-to-face meeting.

c. Catfish: FNS has purchased catfish, which was selected by the Work Group as the next
traditional food, and will be working on making two offerings of the product. The
catfish will have a target weight of 4 ounces and will be an unbreaded, skinless,
boneless fillet. The first round of deliveries should begin in late summer 2018.

d. Beef Stew: FNS shared information about updates to the beef stew specification that
are in progress. The updated specification, which will be finalized in the next few
months, will require that the product has whole muscle beef and vegetables that are at
least %2 inch cubes. The updated specification will also include a lower sodium limit
that the Work Group voted on recently. FNS also shared information about another beef
stew vendor that will be supplying a beef stew product in a pouch for other food
distribution programs managed by FNS. FNS currently has only one beef stew vendor
providing the product in cans. To ensure continued supply if the remaining vendor
providing canned beef stew does not bid or has any supply challenges, FNS asked the
Work Group to consider accepting the pouched product. Work Group members agreed
to FNS’ proposal to sample the product during the next face-to-face meeting in the fall.

e. Cream of Mushroom Soup: FNS has made an award from a new vendor for a
reformulated cream of mushroom soup product. The product is a condensensed cream
of mushroom soup vs. a ready-to-eat product that is currently in the food package. The
award was made to Campbell’s and is expected to arrive in the national wareshouses in
July 2018.

f. Frozen Blueberries: FNS anticipates to purchase frozen blueberries for the food
package in FY 2019. The blueberries will come in a 2 % Ib. bag which will be
equivalent to 3 units of fruit.

Dried Fruit

a. FNS continued the discussion on dried fruit with Work Group members. This year, our
procurement partner, the Agricultural Marketing Service, confirmed that purchasing
raisins is not an option due to their poor harvest season. As a result, only dried plums
are available as a dried fruit option in the fruit category.

b. FNS presented the opportunity to purchase dried cranberries in the interim while the
raisins are not available. The dried cranberries would come in a 35 Ib. case with 300
small packs of dried cranberries that would require FDPIR warehouse staff to bundle
together the small packs (e.g., 10 packs) to make a unit. Preliminary discussions with
the work group indicate that bundling this product is not a concern.

c. FNS proposed to make a dried cranberry purchase to allow for 1-2 test offerings of the
product to participants. The dried cranberries would be distributed as an additional
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food item, similar to the wild salmon and wild rice. In doing so, participants could try
the dried cranberries and see if they are a favorable product. Once FNS has a better
idea of raisin availability and receives initial feedback on the dried cranberries, the
Work Group will reconvene and discuss the dried fruit options to determine whether the
dried cranberries could replace raisins or dried plums in the food package.
Work Group members voted to make the dried cranberry purchase. See Attachment A
— Voting Tally Results for Dried Cranberries.

Traditional Food Review

a.

Work Group members discussed the next traditional food item selected, mutton and
reviewed differences between mutton and lamb. FNS has made, in the past, purchases
for a boneless leg roast of lamb, but never mutton.

Work Group members shared their preference for mutton, but that a boneless leg roast
of lamb is also desirable if a mutton purchase is not possible.

FNS will be reviewing with AMS the mutton market and vendor pool and continue the
discussion with the Work Group at the next face-to-face meeting.

Fruit/Fruit Juice Pilot

a.

C.

Work Group members discussed the ongoing fruit/fruit juice pilot currently underway
at 8 program sites. Both Choctaw and Spirit Lake Work Group members are
participating in the pilot and shared their experience.

Overall, pilot is very well received and participants really like the option of exchanging
juice for more fresh fruit. It was noted that many participants desire more vegetables
and would like the option to trade-in juice for more vegetables.

FNS will continue to monitor the pilot to determine next steps.

Egg Category

a.

FNS recapped the fresh shell-egg pilot currently underway and the alternatives being
explored to replace the dried egg mix with fresh shell eggs through the USDA DoD
Fresh Program. Currently, there are 14 Tribes participating in the pilot, with an
additional 18 more Tribes joining thisyear. This will bring the total to 32 programs
receiving fresh shell-eggs in lieu of the dried egg mix.

As we increase the number of Tribes on the pilot, we decrease the amount of egg mix
flowing through the inventory in the national warehouse. Previously, we have shared
with the Work Group the challenges with the dried egg mix and that FNS intends to
discontinue the dried egg mix completely. The product is very expensive and only has
one vendor.

FNS anticipates that the majority of Tribes will be able/interested in receiving shell
eggs. However, there may also be some ITOs that will not be able to distribute shell

eggs.
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d. Preliminary market research has begun with our procurement partner AMS to
determine whether FNS will be able to procure frozen liquid whole eggs in 1 Ib
packages. We hope to make frozen liquid whole eggs available to those ITOs who
cannot distribute shell eggs.

e. Consolidating the egg category, which is currently a single line item, will be an
important step for the Work Group to review. Category consolidations are also better
for participants because they provide more flexibility to an individual participant.

f.  FNS will be working with the Work Group nutritionists to review options. During the
meeting, some of the nutritionists recommended looking at the bean category as a
contender for the egg category consolidation.

VIIl.  Information on Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP)

a. FNS shared its onging work with making improvements to CSFP, another nutrition
assistance food package program for the elderly. Many improvements will come in
reducing the package size of several items, to make them more appropriate package
sizes for small senior-only households. FNS believes the same package sizes will be
beneficial to FDPIR participants, especially FDPIR participants in 1 or 2 person
households.

b. FNS buys all of the food for our household programs (e.g., FDPIR, CSFP) at the same
time through the same procurement process. As FNS moves to introduce pack size
changes to CSFP, we will also be changing the package size of the items that FDPIR
receives that overlap with the CSFP package. FNS will adjust the guide rates so that
FDPIR participants get the same amount of food, and in most cases they will get 2
packages instead of 1. In some categories, this change will increase the number of
choices an FDPIR participant could make. The foods and new pack sizes include:

o Oats—18 oz.

o Rice—from2Ib.to 1 Ib.

o Dried beans — from 2 Ib. to 1 Ib.

o Nonfat dried milk — package size will decrease by half from 25.6 0z to 12.8 oz.

o Peanut butter — moving to slightly more commercial size from 18 o0z to 16 oz.

FNS anticpates to have a timeline to share at the next face-to-face meeting.

d. The pack size changes will be made to all FNS household programs at the same time.
The FDPIR guide rate will be adjusted so that all FDPIR participants will still get the
same amount of food.

o

VIIl.  Meeting Adjourned
Summary of Action ltems
1. ACTION ITEM: FNS will share additional bison information with Work Group members.

2. ACTION ITEM: FNS will provide meeting dates for the next FDPIR Food Package
Review Work Group meeting.
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. ACTION ITEM: FNS will follow-up with Work Group members with options for the
location of the next face-to-face meeting in the fall. Work Group members requested that
the meeting be held near FNS’ offices in Alexandria VA.
. ACTION ITEM: FNS will set-up follow-up meetings with the Nutrition Subcommittee.
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