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Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Food Package Review Work Group  

Meeting Dates:  June 11, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Voting Members 

Benita Lewis (WR VP) x Jerry Tonubbee (SW VP) x 

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) x Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) x 

Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist) x Julie Skolmowski (HQ FNS Nutritionist) x 

Connie Martinez (SWR) x Lorraine Davis (WR) x 

Fi Davis (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist)  

Gloria Goodwin (MWR) x Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) x 

Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist)  Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) x 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  Scott Kruger (MWR Nutritionist)  

TBD (WR Nutritionist)  TBD (MPR)  
 

Non-Voting Members  Support Staff  

Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) x Blair Tucker-Gruchala x 

Katie Clifford (WR FNS) x Janice Fitzgerald x 

Katrina Westphal (MPR FNS)  Laura Castro x 

Richard Burley (SWR FNS)  Matthew Martin x 

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)  Mike Baker x 

 

 

Discussion Items 

  

I. Introductions & Welcome 

a. Work Group reviewed the list of voting members and provided updates on potentially 

filling empty slots for Western Region and Mountain Plains Region. 

 

 

II. USDA Foods Updates 

a. Work Group members reviewed an on-going list of USDA Foods that are part of FY 

2019 activities.  Main discussion items included: 

 Updates on the June release of the Automated Inventory System (AIS) which 

included adding material codes for frozen carrots (2  lb.), frozen peas (2 ½ lb.), frozen 

pulled pork (2 lb.; trade mitigation product), and frozen whole strawberries (2 ½ lb.; trade 
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mitigation product).  These products will be added to the FDPIR food package in the 

future. 

 Work Group members also reviewed pack size changes that are coming in FY 2020 

to some products in the FDPIR food package to make them more convenient for smaller 

households.  The products and pack size changes include: 

USDA Food Current Size New Size 

Nonfat Dried Milk 25.6 oz. 12.8 oz. 

Dried Beans 2 lb. 1 lb. 

Peanut Butter 18 oz. 16 oz. 

Rice 2 lb. 1 lb. 

Oats 42 oz. 18 oz. 

 

b. The existing five traditional foods currently in the FDPIR food package were discussed, 

which include bison, blue cornmeal, wild salmon, wild rice, and catfish. Almost 2.0 

million pounds of traditional foods have been purchased for the program in FY 2019 to-

date (June 2019). 

c. Work Group members also reviewed the next traditional food selected, lamb, and the 

two options available for purchase:  lamb leg roast and lamb shoulder roast.  Additional 

information provided included: 

 The lamb leg roast is higher in fat, but otherwise the nutritional composition is 

comparable to the shoulder roast. 

 Both cuts could be available in a size requested by the Work Group (2 – 4 lbs.). 

 The preparation and cooking method (oven, grill, etc.) are the same for both cuts.  

 Market research indicates that shoulder roasts may be more steadily available 

throughout the year. Leg roasts are desirable at certain times per year for holiday meals. 

d. Work Group members voted to move forward with the purchase of the lamb shoulder 

roast for the food package. If the lamb shoulder roast is not available, then the lamb leg 

roast will be purchased.  See Attachment A – Voting Tally Results – Lamb. 

 

 

III. Nutrition Sub-Committee 
 

a. The FDPIR Nutrition Sub-Committee members continue to meet frequently to review 

the nutritional aspects of different categories on the guide rate.   

b. A recommendation has been made for further review by FNS staff to consolidate the 

egg category and support expanding shell eggs to all ITOs while eliminating dried egg 

mix. Recommendations will be presented at the November face-to-face meeting. 

c. The Sub-Committee is also informally gathering feedback regarding the most recent 

changes to the guide rate, specifically how well the new fruit and juice category is 

being accepted by FDPIR recipients and staff.  This information will help aid the 
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discussion for the next goal, which is to identify an optimal guide rate for fruits and 

vegetables.  

 

IV. Meeting Adjourned 

 


