
Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

April 15, 2025

[Address information redacted from original]

[Addressee information redacted from original]: 

Your state may now use the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) immigration 
database, SAVE, for free.  This change should make it easy for you to verify the immigration status
of people who seek benefits—including federally funded benefits—in your state.

We recognize that the previous charges to use SAVE disincentivized states from using this 
critical system.  But national security demands that DHS make SAVE free.  Giving benefits to 
illegal aliens acts as a magnet for further illegal immigration.  The days are over when the federal
government tolerated such perverse incentives.  Generally, no one should receive public benefits 
unless they have lawful immigration status.  Making SAVE free should go a long way toward
making that a reality.

DHS encourages your state to use SAVE to confirm benefit eligibility of all current and 
future recipients. Immigration status can change rapidly, and many immigrants’ status has changed 
in recent months.  By continuously verifying recipients’ immigration status through SAVE, states 
should minimize the lag time between changes in immigration status and shutting off benefits. 

Finally, DHS reminds you that, with limited exceptions, federal law prohibits aliens from
receiving federal means-tested benefits.  See 8 U.S.C. §§ 1612-13.  And federal funding may never 
be wasted, abused, or spent fraudulently.  The relevant federal agencies will take all lawful action to
ensure that states comply with these mandates.  These actions may include reduction or termination 
of federal funding or referral to the Department of Justice, as appropriate. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter of national security. 

Sincerely, 

Kristi Noem 
Secretary of Homeland Security 




