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Grant Overview

* Purpose: Develop, improve, and maintain automated information technology
systems used to operate and manage Child Nutrition (CN) Programs (NSLP,
SBP, SFSP, CACFP)

* Forthe FY 2024 nTIG, FNS has a total of $50 million available for the 67 State
agencies that administer CN Programs

* Each State agency can request up to $746,268

®* Funds can be used for:
* Planning
* Implementation, and/or

* Maintenance & Enhancement Activities




Allowable Expenses

* Planning activities may include, but are not limited to
* Feasibility studies and cost/benefit analyses;
®* Conducting an internal review of the data and administrative processes;

®* Hiring a contractor or university to conduct a study of the processes and
recommend system solutions;

* Hiring a staff member to oversee planning activities;
®* Consulting with stakeholders;

* Assessing current system training and oversight capabilities, needs, and
effective system training.




Allowable Expenses (Continued)

* Implementation activities may include, but are not limited to

Changes in response to Congressional directives and FNS programs and policy;
Web-based software;
Uniform interfaces between diverse systems;

Interfaces to improve automation between State and local agencies, including
sub-grant awards to LEAs and/or Sponsor Organizations;

Technology equipment and/or software;

Other innovative business automation solutions to improve program operation
efficiencies, accountability, monitoring and overall program integrity; j

Hiring contractors such as business analyst, project manager, program developer;
Training for State and local staff on new technology module(s) or equipment;

Purchasing hardware to implement changes accordingly.




Allowable Expenses (Continued.)

* Maintenance & Enhancement activities may include, but are
not limited to:
* Annual software licensing costs;
* System hosting costs;
* Staffing for ongoing technology support;
* Discrete system changes needed for FNS and State reporting changes.

®* Funds may not be used to develop or maintain Summer EBT
technology projects.




(/ 5. Be familiar with ”S'téféé”é'ifi'éurement Processes and Policies

Q

|



Pre-Submission

Preparing Application

e Project Proposal
e Budget Narrative
e Required Forms

Application Submission
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Setup up a SAM.gov account
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration

You must have your Tax ID number
All applicants must have a current SAM status at the time of

application submission

Up to 15 days

Create a Grants.gov Account
Point of Contact assigns Authorized Organizational
Representative (AOR) role. The POC is who is listed in SAM.gov.

2 days



https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
http://www.grants.gov/

Preparing
the

Application

Project Proposal

Budget Narrative

Required Forms (found on Grants.gov)

e Standard Forms (SF-424, SF-424A, SF-424B, SF-LLL
disclosure form), must be signed (wet ink not required)

* FNS-906 Grant Program Accounting System & Financial
Capability Questionnaire

* Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (if requesting
indirect funds)




Project Proposal

®* Must use Application Template (Word version on PartherWeb)

* The template asks you to provide:
®* The proposed Planning, Implementation, and/or Maintenance & Enhancement
activities
* A project summary, describing how your agency will fulfill the grant purpose

®* The name(s) and title(s) of staff/contractors who will be responsible for the grant
project, and what their responsibilities will be

* Asummary of the functional requirements and type of technology solutions

needed
®* The IT modules that your nTIG project will address

* A description of your plan to offer nTIG funding to the local-level, if applicable.




Project Proposal (Continued)

Example State Agency will use nTIG funds Example State Agency will contract with

to replace our current menu planning This Specific Vendor to purchase That
system with a new system that we will Specific Software, which comes with these
purchase from a vendor. This will keep us in specific upgrades.

compliance with USDA requirements.

Example State Agency plans to make Example State Agency will purchase These
enhancements to our Child Nutrition data Specific Enhancements from That Specific
management system. These Vendor. j
enhancements will help make our system

more user friendly, improving overall
program integrity.




Budget Narrative

®* Must use the Budget Narrative Template (Excel version on PartnerWeb)

®* Your budget narrative must include:

* A narrative description of Federal funds requested in SF-424A, including calculations
detailing how these funds requested were derived

®* Personnel;
* Fringe benefits;
* Travel;
®* Supplies;
®* Contractual;
®* Other (e.g., printing, software licenses); and
* Indirect Costs.
* Estimated travel and time costs for 2 or more staff to attend CNAAT 2026

%




Ex. John Smith Programmer

CALCULATION

E80,000vear x
25%FTE x 2 years

Jolm will provide programming services
Jfor an informational website, social media,
training slides, and printed resources and
mutrition education meaterials. John will
devete 25% FIE to this praject for the
entire period of performance.

a. Computers

CALCULATION

b. WiFiHot Spot

a. Title, Wame

b. Title, Name

Total Funding for Personnel

Ex. Persomnel ia

CALCULATION

540,000 x 25% fringe

510,000

Fringe benefits for all full-time employess
include health insurance, anmual and sick
leave, efc.....

a. Contractor (incl. name of contractor/company,
area of expertise)

CALCULATION

contractor will be working on, including
the name of any software they will be
developing or profect management tools
they will contribute to the project, and
wiat CN programs will be impacited
FPlesae provide guote or contract if
available)

a. Title, Name

b. Contractor {incl. name of contractor/company,
area of expertize)

b. Title, Name

Total Funding for Fringe

a. Air-Bus-Rail {incl. from 33X to 330, company)

CALCULATION

{please provide the basis for the
calcuatlion, i.e, federal or state rates)

a. Sub-Grants

CALCULATION

b. Software (developed in-house)

b. Mileage (incl. from 33X to XX)

c. Airport Parking (incl. name of airport and type of

patking - daily, long term_ ete)

d. Ground Transportation and Tolls (incl. from 3 to

XX, method of transportation)

Other Total

2. Total Direct Charges

CALCULATION

b. Total Indirect Charzes

2. Lodging (incl name, location of hotel)

f Per diem

Total Funding for Travel




SECTION B - BUDGET CATEGORIES

6. Object Class Categories GRANT PROGRAM, FUNCTION OR ACTIVITY Total
(1) (2 (3} (4) (3}
Federal Hon-Federal
a. Personnel $ | s | s | |ER IE |

SF b. Fringe Benefits | I || || I |
o c. Travel | || || | | || |

12 1 n d. Equipment | || I I | | |
e. Supplies | | | | | | | | | |

f. Contractual | || || | | || |

g- Construction | | | | | | | | | |

h. Other | || I I | | |
i. Total Direct Charges (sum of 6a-6h) | I | I I 1K |
j. Indirect Charges | || I I [E |
k. TOTALS (sum of 6i and 6j) $ | 1§ | ||$ | |18 | IE |
7. Program Income 5| |-"| |5| |5| |-"| |

Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 4244 (Rev. 7- 97)
Prescribed by OMB (Circular A -102) Page 1A



1\@ What else should | know?

* Clearly mark any confidential or private information in your
application, so it can be withheld from the public record

* Applicants are expected to read the NOFA in full prior to submitting their
application and to comply with all its requirements

* Awarded grantees are expected to comply with the Terms & Conditions,
which include quarterly financial reports and semi-annual progress
reports

* The award cannot cover costs incurred prior to the effective start date
(September 27, 2024)




Application
Submission

Go to Grants.gov

Click red button that
says “Search for
Opportunity
Package”

From Applicants tab,
select: “How to Apply
for Grants”

Enter Opportunity
Package ID:

PKG00287609



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355973

Application
Submission

(Continued)

Complete application must be uploaded to
Grants.gov by 11:59 PM ET on September 9, 2024

Not accepting mailed, e-mailed, or hand delivered
applications

Additions and revisions must also be submitted
through Grants.gov by the deadline

We recommend submitting your application
one week before the deadline

When your application has been submitted successfully,
you will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and a
tracking number from Grants.gov (ex: GRANTXXXXXXXX)
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mailto:support@grants.gov
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-training.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-training.html

nate an award

* The Government hake any award for this NOFA
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After Receiving Your Award

* Sign the FNS-529 Grant Award Agreement (wet signature in blue ink) and
return to Grant Officer

®* Grant awardees are required to submit
* Quarterly financial reports, uploaded to FPRS

®* Semi-annual progress reports (FNS-908), sent via email

®* Per Terms & Conditions, grant amendments must be requested and
approved by FNS

®* Budget revisions that involve shifting more than 10% of the grant budget
®* Changes to the scope of your project

®* No-cost extensions are not allowable for this grant.




* https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/child-
nutrition-non-competitive-technology-
iInnovation-grant-ntig-funding-state-

agencies



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355973
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355973
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/child-nutrition-non-competitive-technology-innovation-grant-ntig-funding-state-agencies
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/child-nutrition-non-competitive-technology-innovation-grant-ntig-funding-state-agencies
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/child-nutrition-non-competitive-technology-innovation-grant-ntig-funding-state-agencies
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/child-nutrition-non-competitive-technology-innovation-grant-ntig-funding-state-agencies

If you have questions about the NOFA,

If you have system or technical questions

* Grants.gov | -800-518-4726 (toll-free)

* Grants.gov Tutorials:

https://www.grants.gov/web/ licants/applicant-training.html


mailto:Patrice.Williams@USDA.gov
mailto:support@grants.gov
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-training.html
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